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© Employees are angered, saying... 


they feel violated by campus crime 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


ocked offices being broken into and thefts from 

offices in the nighttime hours became somewhat ofa 

egular occurrence in recent weeks. Though the thefts 

have been small, staffers say a number of small crimes still 
equals a problem. 

Dina Brown, director of Haverhill student activities, 
said over the last year she has noticed a number of items 
disappear from her office, including T-shirts, food and 
change from her top desk drawer. 

- Shortly after being interviewed for this story, she said 
her wallet was cleaned out of cash, receipts and credit cards 
while she was making picture ID’s on the Lawrence cam- 
pus. Brown said she was in the room when it happened. 

“Tt is a total violation knowing someone can come into 
my office while I’m not in here and do things,” Brown said. 
“I wish something could be done about it.” 

She said she thought a suspect had been talked to, 
reassigned or let go, but thefts continued. 

“Tt’s a constant concern. I had to order filing cabinets 
that only I have a key for if I need to lock up 
something,” Brown said. 

Another concern is that these crimes could escalate. 

She has a CD player, a television and VCR in her office. 
She said she has heard about computers being stolen. 

“Maybe the contract cleaners don’t have a sense of pride 
in working for the college. The thefts add up. 1 want a sense 
of safety here.” 

Pam Santin, athletic director, said administration seems 
concerned about the thefts and security is doing a good job, 
but now nobody can leave valuables in their offices without 
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It’s time for 
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columnist says 


Office breaks 
worry some 
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nee they will be stolen. 

“Tt is annoying to have people rummaging through my 
desk and using my phone to call who knows where,” Santin 
said. “Every office has had a problem; there is not one office 
that hasn’t.” 

Mark Andrews, vice president of administration, re- 
fused to say if there was a suspect. He said that administra- 
tion “has methods” to check on people, but if he revealed 
them, those methods would be worthless. 

“If we see a trend, I can’t go into detail, but we have a 
method of trying to be responsive,” Andrews said. “We’re 
using state-of-the-art technologies for our law enforce- 
ment. If there are trends, we'll take the proper actions.” 

Andrews said NECC investigates every complaint. He 
meets every day with security and has let the cleaning 
company, Systems Management Inc., know they are the 
“face and persona of the college.” 

Andrews said in the coming weeks he will try to 
reinforce to people to do simple things such as putting 
valuables or personal belongings in a desk or a cabinet out 
of plain view if they will not be in an area for a period of 
time. f 

“Sometimes it’s a case of someone forgetting where 
they put something,” he said. 

As for access to keys, members of the maintenance and 
janitorial staff, people who share offices and individuals 
have keys. He warned all employees to take every precau- 
tion with keys. 

Andrews said there is a roster and only certain employ- 
ees can clean a building. 

“We don’t let just anyone through. We don’t give carte 
blanche access, we give access to an area or unit they need 
to clean. If we see irregularity in one area, it will put the 


contract in jeopardy and we explained that to these com- 
See CAMPUS Page 12 


Arts dept. leery about convention center 


® Students are suffering 
in current conditions, staffers say 


By DANNY GOODWIN 
Editor 


lassrooms, storage and practice space for students 

in creative arts programs must be the first priority 

as the college considers whether to become involved 

with a convention center or not, say creative arts depart- 
ment staffers. 

Chester Hawrylciw, associate dean of humanities, hu- 

Man services and social sciences, and Susan Sanders, 


Top Notch Player’s adviser, said the main problems stu- 
dents face include: 

V A lecture hall has been converted into performance 
space. 

V Classrooms have:been converted into art rooms, in 
some cases without sinks, space and good lighting. 

Vv Dance storage and performance space. The gym was 
converted for dance performances. 

Y No music rooms. Sanders said both large and small 
rehearsal space is needed so students can practice without 
a faculty member complaining about noise in next room 
and need a large space so groups can practice. Also, a 
computer-ready music room is needed to keep up with 

See NEW Page 12 
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Book banning: 
the censorship 
battle continues 


Todd Hart photo 
SERVING IT UP:Student Rachel Steeper works on 
her skills during volleyball practice. For complete 
sports coverage, see pages 18-19. 


College 
revives its 
homecoming 


First celebration in years to be 
held Oct. 2-4; talent show featured 


By CARLEY THORNELL 
News Editor 


ECC will be filled with activity the weekend of Oct. 


2-4 when Homecoming events celebrate 
the anniversary of the 35th class to graduate 
President David Hartleb’s St: > address 
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Freedoms must 
not be limited 


@ Book banning 
and all other forms 
of censorship must 
be fought 


nourImpulse section, some 
of the dumbest book chal- 
lenges are featured. 

Any challenges to freedom 
of choice and expression are 
dumb, and it is not limited to 
books. 

Some people seem to forget 
about individuality. 

We should welcome debate 
and differences of opinion. 

The purpose of written lan- 
guage is to present a number 
of different viewpoints on is- 
sues which effect our everyday 
lives. 

Problems can only be solved 
by debating and presenting 
new ideas. 

Freedom of choice must be 
protected. 

Censoring books and other 
forms fo media takes away that 
freedom. 

The government claims it is 
protecting children when 
books are banned and televi- 
sion shows are rated, but the 


In our last issue, Pat Rose 


was misidentified as Diane 
Gori in a photo caption. We 
regret this error. 


banning accomplishes all the 
wrong things. 

Classics will shine through 
and last such as “Tom Sawyer,” 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” and 
even the Bible. ; 

Even ifyou don’t agree with 
the content ofthese books, you 
should respect the authors of- 
fering opinions and that they 
are trying to say something, 
not suppress something. 

It is easier to play God with 
other’s ideas than come up with 
your own. 

And this censorship is al- 
lowed to go on with not only 
books, but music, television, 


' radio, magazines and movies. 


Groups such as the PMRC 
have tried to ban records and 
have put parental advisory la- 
bels on CDs, but it has been 
documented that, like books, 
those CDs sell better than they 
would have without it. 

Government recently put its 
hands all over television, de- 
veloping a rating system. 

The premise is good, but 
how many people actually pay 
attention to it anymore? 

And it is a joke that WE pay 
for the television and WE pay 
for the cable or satellite dish, 
but yet the government can 
control the airwaves and our 
entertainment, even in such a 
limited way. 

Censorship will probably 
never end, which is a shame, 
because we may miss out on 
another classic story. 


The Observer is committed to getting it right. If you 
find errors, please call ext. 3640 and let us know. We 
will print a correction in our next issue. 
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MANNED AND DENIED... 


Should President Clinton 
resign? Why or why not? 


Dave Cloutier, liberal arts 

“No, politicians are basically lars 
anyway. I am not complaining 
about his performance in Office. 
His personal life is his own prob- 
lem.” 


Christine Daly, business manage- 
ment. 

“Yes, I think he should. He lied 
under oath and that is a federal 
crime.” 


Matt French, liberal arts 
“Yes, his mind should be on the 
government and not on having 

’ sex with all these other women.” 


Eric Loveday, undeclared 


“Yes, he is hurting the country by 


taking the focus off the issues.” 


Todd Hart photos 


Anna Randall, business 

“No, I think he has done a pretty 
good job for the country. His mari- 
tal problems should be fixed with 
his wife.” 


Rick Spencer, liberal arts 

“I think he should willingly re- 
sign. As a leader he should set an 
example.” 
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It’s time for President Clinton to go 


@ Slick Bill should spare 
us cost, embarrassment 
and call it quits 


K, I've had enough. of the whole 
O mess. I’m sick of hearing about Bill 

and Monica, Bill and Paula, Bill and 
Gennifer and Bill and what’s her name? Oh, 
yes, Hillary. 

The news media and the nation are 
obsessed with the investigation of the presi- 
dent and whether he should be impeached 
for his philandering and repeated lies. 

Of course, Congress needs to decide that 
he did, in fact, lie to the grand jury, but 
there is so much confusion as to what 
constitutes lies, sexual relationships, abuse 
of power, etc., that we may soon come to 
question whether or not the accused is 
really Bill Clinton. 

Maybe the real president has been kid- 
napped by a group of anarchists on a secret 
mission to distract the nation while a third 
world country is preparing to set off 
THE BOMB. 

These mission impossible experts can do 
anything. 

Maybe what we're seeing is Bill Clinton’s 
face on another body, like in the movie, 
“Face/Off,” where John Travolta wears Nicho- 
las Cage’s surgically removed face to trick 
Cage’s brother into revealing his maniacal 
plan to blow up the city. 

Then, that would mean the other body 
part is not Bill’s. But then there’s Monica. 

Could she be some bogus cigar-toting 
- sales nymph like the ones who used to 
prance about posh mens’ clubs back in the 
*40s and ’50s in tiny little dresses which 
barely covered their butts and black mesh 


stockings that seemed to run up to their 
lower lip? 

Nah, too far fetched. 

So that leaves us with poor Bill begging 
the country to forgive him for sinning and 
promising to be a good boy from now on. 

Some sympathizers feel that if Hillary 
can forgive him, why can’t the rest of the 
country? = 

I'll bet he threw himself at Hillary’s feet 
and explained that his relationship with 
Monica was meaningless and not adulter- 
ous because he didn’t kiss her on the lips. 

The First Lady probably reassured him 
that her love and devotion would remain 
with him for exactly three minutes after he 
is removed from the White House. 

Well, he asked for it. Not once or twice, 
but three times that we know of, and now 
he may be out of the ball game. 

So, the question remains, should we 
forgive and forget even though we did hear 
the leader of the free world emphatically 
deny having sexual relations “with that 
woman, Ms. Lewinsky,” and then admit to, 
having an “inappropriate” relationship with 
her after damaging testimony and evidence 
(his semen, duh!) forced him to confess? 

Didn’t we also hear that same denial 
some time ago regarding his relationship 
with Gennifer Flowers only to have him 
later admit to that long tryst? How about 
not inhaling marijuana, dodging the draft, 
etc? 

Can we ever trust this guy again? Do we 
entrust the future of our country and the 
innocence of our children to a trickster who 
seems to play “the zipper is quicker than 
the brain” game with any red-blooded, 
warm-bodied young female he encounters? 

As long as Clinton continues to clutch to 
the Oval Office, how will we ever forget the 
cigar trick, the Easter Sunday quickie, or 
the “low-down” on the telephone calls to 
members of Capitol Hill? 

All of these activities are now privy to 
the world via the Internet and details are 
broadcast nightly on TV like reruns of 
“Melrose Place.” 

This is the President of the United States 
who holds the highest office in the land. 

Trouble is, he seems to be in the land of 
Oz, where Moonstruck Monica is trying 


desperately to make her home the White 
House and Scarecrow Bill needs a brain for 
his head to replace the one in his pants. 

The two have deliriously skipped their 
way down the yellow-belly brick road fend- 
ing off the evil spells cast by the wicked 
witch Linda, until finally confronted by 
Wizard Ken. 

He convinces Monica to trade in her 
dress and aspiration for the White House 
for a reality check and probable fortune 
from tell-all book royalties, leaving Bill to 
the fate of the legislative munchkins and 
the mercy of the good witch Hillary. 

As far as forgiveness is concerned, let’s 
get real here. If this scenario involved a 
different set of characters, it would have 
been over a long time ago. 

If the president of NECC were the offend- 
ing party, (heaven forbid!) he probably 
would have been tarred and feathered by 
the board of trustees and set upon the 
Merrimack River in a leaky rubber raft. So 


Mite Lucknih 
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would any other high-profile leader. 

So why should Clinton continue to hold 
the office he has disgraced and lead a coun- 
try he has betrayed with his boldface lies. 
His laundry list of denials is washed out. 
The show is over. The fat lady has sung. 

It’s time to pack up, get out and move on 
for the sake of the nation, and at least for 
the sake of his daughter. 

His too-late, halfbaked apologies and 
promises cannot restore the dignity to the 
Oval Office, no matter how many conserva- 
tive dark suits he has whipped out of his 
closet to appear serious and presidential. 

Supposedly he now has a couple of spiri- 
tual advisers offering guidance, but I’m not 
buying jit. 

Wild Willy couldn’t stop himself if he 
wanted. He’s like a bull that’s overdosed on 
a bucket of viagra. 

If you think he’s finished sowing his 
wild oats and lying to us, I’d like to sell you 
some land on Three Mile Island. 


Former student recalls good days at WRAZ 


@ Despite old obstacles, 
deejay would like to see 
new college radio station 


To the editor: 

I am sending a response to the article 
from last semester’s NECC Observer “Stu- 
dent wonders why there is no radio sta- 
tion.” I bet NECC thought all the WRAZ 
alumni were gone... unfortunately no. The 
call letters were WRAZ, and occupied both 
rooms next door to the campus bookstore. 

WRAZ, from what I was told before I 
joined way back when, was a place where 
the kids “cranked Black Sabbath and played 
45s and rummy.” The team of people I 
hooked up with were dead set on changing 
that, but met with opposition from the 
faculty, student senate, student apathy and 
program cuts. 

The radio station, again from what I was 
told, had a fairly good sized budget which at 
the time of my joining was “crushed” to a 
couple thousand a semester ... and further 
to a couple thousand a year. 

We did what we could, most of the 
equipment was sub par, and the music 
selection (almost 90 percent LPs) was aging 
faster than bad cheese. Most of the LPs were 
beat up and scratched. 

At one point I was voted music director 
and ordered almost all of the CDs the radio 
station closed with ... once we finally got a 
CD player. We came up with all sorts of 


ideas from trying to hook in with a local 
cable message station, saving for a small 
transmission tower, working with the local 
high schools, holding rock concerts, get- 
ting WRAZ transmitted into the C-building, 
the gym, workout room .. . I can’t even 
remember all the ideas we tried to suggest. 

Faculty put a big hurt on the station, 
treating us like a total second entity. We 
had problems with finding an adviser. They 
would rather have us go away. Our issues 
were always second to everything, includ- 
ing paying the Columbia House/BMG 100 
CD bill which was like pulling teeth. 

One example stands out when we tried 
to have a rock concert. We went through a 
local well known promoter and had five 
local bands to do the show. After printing 
out fliers, and random people doing work 
to promote the show, NECC informed us 
maybe two days before our event that we 
could not have the concert in the cafeteria 
(which was approved weeks before). 

What puzzled us is that they would not 
tellus why! On short term notice, we got the 
concert moved to Club Griffaro’s in down- 
town Haverhill. I later found out the school 
gave the cafeteria to a local sports awards 
banquet! 

Bitterness between some senate and ra- 
dio members didn’t help us at all either. All 
programs were getting their funds chopped 
and we were no exception. Finally, our 
worst opponents surprisingly were the stu- 
dents themselves. Easily half of the student 
body didn’t even know we existed. 


I participated in a poll of the main drag 
(C-Building foyer) on whether or not the 
students would like to hear us while they 
smoked/hung out. We had an overwhelm- 
ing: “NECC has a radio station?” 

Although the C-Building music got a 
favorable response, no one beyond F-Build- 
ing ever heard us. Also the fact student 
apathy made us diehard WRAZ members/ 
officers work harder than ever, due to stu- 
dents without notice deciding they didn’t 
want to show up for their shift or ever 
again. But again, we dealt with a very small 


The Kenoza 
Learning & Test 


Prep Center at 
Northern Essex 
Community College has 
the right workshop at the 
right price!!! 


Our weekly and/or 
intensive workshops are 
offered evenings or on 
Saturdays on the 
Haverhill campus. Our: 
small classes will fit your : 

needs!! H 


For times/dates, 
call 978-556-3613 


for a brochure. 
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percentage of the student population; we 
only played in the two floors of F-building. 

NECC ever getting a station again may 
be a possibility, now that 99 percent of all 
students, memories and problems have 
gone. It was fun when I was there, hard 
work, but a lot of fun. 

If NECC decides to bring back the sta- 
tion, Iwould be more than happy to help in 
any way possible, hoping to start this new 
station on the right foot. 

Douglas Piercy 
Former WRAZ officer/deejay, by email 
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Want to improve your 
reading/study skills? 


Does your child need 
help in math or reading? 
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Grandmaison hired 
as reference librarian 


nn Grandmaison of Nashua, N.H. 

has been hired as a reference and elec- 
tronic services librarian. She will be respon- 
sible for providing reference and research 
assistance to library patrons as well as 
teaching library instruction classes, provid- 
ing interlibrary loan services and manag- 
ing electronic reference services. 

Prior to coming to NECC, she was em- 
ployed as a public service librarian at 
Merrimack College. Also, she previously 
served as areference librarian at the Massa- 
chusetts School of Law and as a law librar- 
ian at Wiggin & Nourie of Manchester and 
at Parker, Coulter, Daley & White of Boston. 

Grandmaison holds a Bachelors degree 
in political science from the University of 
New Hampshire and a Masters degree in 
library science from Simmons College in 
Boston. 


Hatem wins medal 


Re Hatem, executive assistant to the 
president, has been awarded the Na- 
tional Defense Industrial Association’s Sil- 
ver Medal. NDIA President Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Lawrence Skibbie, U.S. Army (Retired) 
said the Award recognizes the outstanding 
service of an individual to the nation’s 
defense industry. 

Hatem, who recently retired from 
Raytheon, received commendations from 
NDIA for exemplary leadership of the Yan- 
kee Chapters of both NDIA and the Ameri- 
can Defense Preparedness Association. 

General Skibbie said Hatem served as 
vice president of the New England ADPA 
Chapter and was instrumental in founding 
the NDIA Yankee Chapter. 

While at Raytheon, Hatem coordinated 
community and customer relations activi- 
ties associated with Raytheon’s largest op- 
erating unit which has facilities in Massa- 
chusetts, Tennessee, New Mexico and Ala- 
bama. 

He provided leadership for several spe- 
cial projects including the company’s na- 
tionwide U.S. Savings Bond programs in 
1985, 1986 and 1991. 

His success with the program led to his 
appointment by the United States Treasury 
Department as a presenter to its National 
Leadership and Geographic Conference. 

As a member of the Leadership Team at 
NECC, Hatem is responsible for many of the 
college’s economic development initiatives, 
forging new partnerships for the college’s 
Center for Business and Industry, govern- 
ment relations and enhancing the image 
and visibility of the college. 


Hospitality program. 
revamped for fall 


ourism is the third largest industry in 

Massachusetts and NECC has made 
changes in its curriculum to reflect this. 

The hospitality program has been re- 
vamped, including a name change and the 
addition of three new courses. Students 
electing to earn an associate degree in this 
field will now major in Business Manage- 
ment with an option in Hospitality and 
Tourism. Before, they would have studied 
Business Management with an option in 
Hotel and Restaurant Management. They 
will also be required to take three new 
courses: Meeting and Convention Manage- 
ment, Marketing for Hospitality and Tour- 
ism, and Introduction to Hospitality and 
Tourism. 

In addition to the two-year business 
management associate degree with an op- 
tion in hospitality and tourism, NECC of 
fers a one-year certificate program in hospi- 
tality and tourism. 

The college also has a full-service travel 
agency on its Haverhill campus operated by 
Essex County Travel, based in Newburyport. 
The agency opened almost five years ago 
and provides students with the internship 
experience required to graduate. 


@ English excellence, 
personal struggles are 
recognized in spring 
semester essays 

jz orty-one NECC students were recently 


recognized for their writing skills at 
the college’s spring Writing Awards 
Ceremony. 

Students who were honored at the cer- 
emony are enrolled in English Composition 
classes at the college and had their essays 
recommended to the award committee 
judges by faculty members. 

Those students whose papers were de- 
termined by the judges to be worthy of 
special recognition were also awarded books. 

In addition, the college presented two 
students with awards for papers which 
represent “the absolute cream of the crop,” 
said English professor and department chair- 
woman Catherine Sanderson. 

The Professor Elizabeth Arnold Award 
was presented to Shelley A. Carpenter of 
Merrimac for her essay about her 
grandmother’s funeral and the realization 
that her fond memories would keep her 
grandmother alive in her heart forever. 

The award, presented by professor Paula 
Boxer, is given in honor of former professor 
Elizabeth Arnold in recognition ofher “dedi- 
cation to her students, devotion to her 
profession, pursuit of excellence and love 
of language.” 

Arnold taught English Composition and 
Journalism at the college from 1969 through 
1988 and initiated the college’s journalism 
program. 

The Professor Roland Kimball Award was 
presented to Delphine Van Tassel of 


Writing students honored 


Seabrook, N.H. for her intricate analysis of 
Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man is Hard 
to Find” which she described as a story of 
“goodness overcome by evil.” 

The award is presented in honor of Pro- 
fessor Roland Kimball who taught English 
at NECC from 1961 to 1992. 

He was instrumental in developing the 
college’s English and literature courses and 
is honored for “his devotion to his subject, 
which was an inspiration both to his stu- 
dents and to his fellow faculty members.” 
Professor Kimball presented the award. 

The following students were honored at 
the ceremony: 

Thomas J. Angold, Jennifer A. Aybar, 
Jamie L. Bateman, Cheryl A. Bousquet, 


File photo 
AND THE WINNER IS: Professor Emeritus Roland Kimball presents an award for the 
best essay in English Composition II to Delphine Van Tassel. 


Caonabo Camilo, Kelly Carleton, Shelley A. 
Carpenter, Kathy Caruso, Rachael L. Cesati. 

Also, Heather J. Cornish, Eleanor J. 
DeVeau, Joanna Drover, Renee C. Dube, 
Britta W. Eberle, James R. Ensinger, Hollace 
Jeffrey, Jennifer D. Kasiecki, Timothy J. 
Kuroy, Corey J. Laird, Ashley M. Larson, 
Jennifer M. Lessard, Lynn M. Lipari, Carol L. 
MacDougall. 

Also, Azar Marano, Melynda M. 
MarchiRian McFadden, Catherine Murphy, 
Christopher Noury, James P. O’Donohue, 
Ivette Ortega, Diane R. Pino, Ma Puello, 
James Plunkett, Barbara J. Soave, Michele 
Sempere, Jared Slowe, Gregory Spera, Hillary: 
J. Straw, Timothy A. Taylor, Marsha M. 
Thibodeau, and Delphine Van Tassel. 


College offers new study abroad options 


@ One-week study abroad 
options in Rome and 
London this year 


en NECC first offered study 
abroad opportunities nearly 15 
years ago, the majority of its 


students were recent high school graduates 
who lived at home with their families. 
While many students still fit that category, 
the number of older student with jobs and 
families has grown. 

Because it is difficult for these students 
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You're invited to the 
New England Association of College Admission Counselors 


College Fair 


Representatives from over 200 Colleges and Universities 
will be available to assist you in your college search. 


- Public and Private Colleges and Universities ——— 
- Community Colleges - 


- Financial Information 
+ College Admission Information 


This event is being held at 
Northern Essex Community College 


100 Elliott Way, Haverhill, MA 
(Booths set up in the Cafeteria and the Sport & Fitness Center) 
Take Exit 52 off of Route 495 


ONE DAY ONLY 
Sunday, October 4th 
From 2 To 5 p.m. 


Admission is free - everyone is welcome! 
Call 978-556-3600 for additional information. 
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to access traditional study abroad programs 
which generally require a semester or a 
summer abroad, NECC has expanded its 
offerings and now features short-term study 
abroad programs. 

The program lets students experience a 
different country and culture in a more 
intensive package which includes several 
meetings at the college, one-week of study 
abroad and the completion of class projects. 

NECC has offered two short-term study 
abroad courses, the first to Barbados in the 
winter of 1998 and the second to Ireland in 
the spring of 1998. In November, classes 
will begin meeting in preparation for a trip 


to Costa Rica Jan. 6 through 13... 

Matty Catlett, of Lawrence, the single 
parent of a 4-year-old son who worked full- 
_time while attending NECC, participated in 
the Barbados course with 10 other stu- 
dents. 

Catlett, an office technology graduate, 
said she never had the opportunity to travel 
before this trip. 

“It was the most valuable educational” 
experience I’ve ever had,” she said. 

The short term study abroad programs 
are the brainchild of Usha Sellers, assistant 
dean for international programs. A native 
of India, Sellers came to the country to 
study at Tufts University and never left. 

“Many of our students were very inter- 
ested in studying abroad but could not 
spend an entire semester, or even the sum- 
mer, in another country,” Sellers said. “These 
courses allow those students the opportu- 
nity to gain valuable experience and new 
perspectives without making a large com- 
mitment of time.” 

Keeping the cost of these courses afford- 
able has also been critically important, 
Sellers said. 

“We try to keep the cost of these trips at 
around $1,600 and have scholarships and 
other financial aid resources available.” 

Students interested in Costa Rica will be 
able to choose from two courses: Society 
and Health: An International Perspective, a 
three-credit course comparing the health 
care systems of the United States and Costa 
Rica, which begins meeting at the college in 
November and Special Topics in Earth Sci- 
ence, a four-credit laboratory course in 
which students will examine the environ- 
mental, climatic and geological character- 
istics of Costa Rica, which begins meeting 
Nov. 7. 

Plans for spring 1999 include Advanced 
Painting and Drawing in Rome and British 
Drama, Composition II, Introduction to Law 
and Police Functions in a Modern Society in 
London. 
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Hartleb looks at 8 areas to improve 


® President evaluates 
how far NECC has come 
in the last year 


semester, President David Hartleb 

named eight areas which he wanted 
to improve. He recently assessed how far 
his leadership team has brought the college 
in the last year. 

1. Establish a college plan with priori- 
ties, goals and objectives. 

“We have established a college plan with 
priorities and goals and we are now work- 
ing on action plans to carry these out. We 
are about 95 percent done.” 

Editor's note: NECC’s priorities for improving 
the college are: student success, curriculum, de- 
velopmental education, enrollment, economic and 
work force development, technology, culture and 
climate and alternative funding. 

2. Establish reasonable enrollment 
goals by. area. 

“Vice President Mary Ellen Ashley had 
met with department chairs to discuss ev- 
ery program, but each is very different. 
Maybe if we establish where students come 
from, we may be able to grow them in the 
future. So I'd say we’re about 60 percent in 
that area.” 

3. Become responsive to student needs 
and community realities. 


L« year at the beginning of the fall 


File photo 
DAVID HARTLEB: Says he and his lead- 
ership team are making progress, but are 
not yet where they want to be. Many of 
the building blocks are in place, however. 


“This is an area Mary Ellen Ashley has 
done a remarkable job of turning around, 
though it’s not complete. 

If you go to admissions, the bursar, 
financial aid, they’re not perfect, we real- 
ize, but students need to be respected, 
which we discovered was not the case when 
we got here. We have turned the corner, 
but we are not there yet.” 

4. Build a college culture that values 


team work and mutual respect and natu- 
ral trust. 

“We have a long way to go. We have a 
goal to change it, but it is the most difficult 
to do. There are pockets where we can see 
the change, but they are small pockets.” 

5. Invest in technology. 

“We have invested a ton of money. Every 
computer will have Windows ’95, Office ’97 
and be connected to the Internet. The soft- 
ware is now state-of-the-art.” 

6. Invest in faculty and staff develop- 
ment. 

“We have continued with faculty and 
staff development and in the budget we 
have a new teaching and learning center. 
Also, Ilook forward to the use of technology 
in the classroom. I see technology as a 
driver of innovation and creativity.” 

7. Fund raise, write grants, find new 
markets and seek foundation and corpo- 
rate support. 

“Fund raising has exceeded our goals, 
we have raised a number of grants. We 
began a new dialysis program with about 
14 students. We’re not going to bring in 
millions of dollars, but brought in $900,000 
from fund raising alone, which does not 
include grants.” 

8. Assessment. 

“That is just beginning in academic ar- 
eas. We should have that completed by the 
time ofour 10 year accreditation in October 
of 2000. We want to have an assessment 
mechanism in place.” 


Activities assistant keeps busy 


@ Involvement boosts the 
college experience, new 
assistant says 


By CARLEY THORNELL 
News Editor 


ebra Fowler, new assistant activi- 
D ties director, said her life would not 

have been the same if she were not 
involved in extracurricular events during 
school. 

As a spring Framingham State College 
master’s program graduate, she should 
know. 

Fowler’s major, 
public administra- 
tion, required her 
to interact with stu- 
dents daily, whe- 
ther it be eating 
lunch in the cafete- 
ria with them, or- 
ganizing student 
orientation, advis- 
ing the Class of 
2000, or advising 
the dance team. 

Fowler said she 
looks forward to advising the newly created 
inter-club council at NECC, and the chal- 
lenge of working with a brand-new group of 
students at a junior college. 

“You have less time to work with 
students,” she said. “You have to work very 
hard getting to know them and going out 
there and building relationships, especially 
first term. There’s no time to waste. I think 
it’s going to be very exciting.” 

Fowler will round out the activities pro- 
gram with her office stationed at the 
Lawrence campus. She applied for the job 
because she liked the area and “knew North- 
ern Essex had a really good reputation.” 

Fowler attended Framingham and 
Castleton State College, where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in social work in 
1996. Fowler will also co-advise student 
government for NECC, which she was ac- 
tive in during high school, and assist with 
the Leadership Development Program. 

“I wish I had something like that when 


C. Thornell photo 
DEBRA FOW- 
LER 


I was in college,” she said. “Now it’s not 
enough if you have a college degree. Life’s 
more about communication skills and in- 
terpersonal skills.” 

Fowler said her job is important because 
it fosters those characteristics. 


“Activities enhance the college experi- 
ence and communication skills. The future 
of the workplace is all teams. Now a job just 
isn’t about going to work. In a way, activi- 
ties are kind of the first step. I think being 
involved is really important in anything.” 


Schedule of Events 


10:00-11:00am: MCI Relay Presentation 


1 Ues day 


September 22, 1998 


(With Mark Sommer) 
Library Conference Area C 


11:00-1:00pm: Exhibits 
(Organizations & Service Providers) 
Outside of Student Center (F-Bldg.) 


12:00-1:00pm: Professional Career Panel 


C-Building, 3" Floor 


11:00-1:00pm: College Life & Healthy Living Fair 


(Interpreters Provided) 
Outside of Student Center (F-Bldg.) 


ednesday 
September 23, 1998 


Bring Your Lunch & Learn Some Signs! 
(With Elaine Glennon and students) 
11:00-12:00pm: Session | 


Cafeteria 


Thursday 


September 24, 1998 


12:00-1:00pm: Session Il 


3:00-5:00pm: Teleconference (Refreshments Provided) 
(Northeast Technical Assistance Center) 
Room E-155 


Sponsored by Student Activities, Deat & Hard of Hearing Services, Gallaudet University Regional Center and the Northeast Technical Assistance Center 


Fitness center is now 
open to all alumni 


ECC alumni can now join the college’s 
Wellness and Fitness Center at signifi- 
cant savings. 

Memberships include access to the 
wellness and fitness center, free weight 
rooms and recreation/intramural activities 
and events. Services offered will include 
fitness consultations and coached work- 
outs by appointment, nutrition and weight 
control programs, aerobics and ab classes. 
Lockers are available for use subject to 
availability. 

Memberships are available by semester 
or academic year for individuals or families. 
Individual costs are $20 per semester or $40 
per academic year. Summer memberships 
are $10. A family membership is available 
for $40 per semester or $80 for the aca- 
demic year. Summer family memberships 
are $20. Use of the center is prohibited to 
those under 16 years of age. 

An additional $10 discount on any mem- 
bership is available to those alums who 
have donated $10 or more to the Alumni 
Association Scholarship Fund in the cur- 
rent calendar year. 

Daycare is available by appointment at 
the adjacent Little Sprouts Child Care Cen- 
ter at a cost of $4 per hour for infants and 
$3 for toddlers and preschoolers. 

Regular fitness center hours are 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 9 
a.m.to3p.m.on Friday and10a.m.to1 p.m. 
on Saturday. Summer hours are 1-6 p.m. 
Hours are reduced during the college’s win- 
ter and summer breaks. 

“We are pleased to be able to offer these 
services to alumni at a quarter of the cost of 
similar facilities,” said Rob Parker, wellness 
and fitness coordinator. 

~ Participants will need to show an NECC 
alumni card (obtainable at no charge 
through the college’s Alumni Office) to 
register for a fitness center membership. 

Enrollment and orientation to the facili- 
ties, equipment and services can be com- 
pleted efficiently by making an appoint- 
ment with Parker. 


Bell Atlantic gives 
$5,000 to boost 
technology skills 


wo new courses will be created with a 

$5,000 grant to NECC from by Bell At- 
lantic. The college applied for the grant to 
provide both students and faculty with 
technological skills needed in today’s ever- 
changing workplace. 

Grant money will be used to buy soft- 
ware and reference materials and teach 
faculty how to use the new computer pro- 
grams, which are important to fast-paced, 
communication-based career fields such as 
advertising, journalism, graphic design and 
desktop publishing. The grant will also be 
matched dollar for dollar by a state fund 
raising incentive program. 


Student Senate sells 
entertainment 4 
discount books 


he student senate is now selling En- 

tertainment ’99 books, which offer a 
number of discounts to area movie the- 
aters, museums, ski resorts, hotels, and 
sporting events. The book offers about 50 
percent in savings with various two-for-one 
discounts. 

The senate is mainly selling books from 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and the 
surrounding areas, but student activities 
can order books from all around the coun- 
try as well as Canada. 

The book offers thousands of dollars in 
discounts. The books, which include Boston 
North, Boston South, Central Massachu- 
setts, Western Massachusetts, and South- 
ern New Hampshire, cost from $20 to $30. 
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EMT program enters 
its 20th year at NECC 


here are still openings available in 

NECC’s Emergency Medical Techni- 
cian course which began Sept. 10 at the 
Haverhill campus. 

Designed for those whowant to take the 
state registry exam for emergency medical 
technicians, this seven-credit course covers 
respiration and resuscitation, medical and 
environmental emergencies, including un- 
scheduled childbirth, injuries to the skull, 
brain, neck and spine and bleeding, wounds 
and shock. 

Taught by Bill Haug, a captain in the Fire 
Department at the Portsmouth, N.H. Naval 
Shipyard, the course meets Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6 to 10 p.m., Sept. 10 through 
Dec. 12 and four Saturdays throughout the 
semester. 

The program is currently celebrating its 
20th anniversary. 


Campus loses power 


after wire burns out 


race electric cable line burnt out at a 
assachusetts Electric substation in 
Ward Hill and knocked out power on the 
Haverhill campus, as well as 5,100 homes in 
Haverhill, for about 40 minutes Sept. 10. 
Power was restored by noontime. 


MassPIRG kicks off 
food drive for local 
homeless shelter 


he Massachusetts Student Public Inter- 

est Research Group at NECC will be 
working with the Lazarus House of Lawrence 
to provide food for the needy for the upcom- 
ing holiday season. 

Boxes will be set up in each campus 
building for the next three weeks, and 
students will periodically be going to the 
Lazarus House to assemble the food bas- 
kets. 

“People don’t realize it, but the holiday 
season is right around the corner,” said 
Tiffany Skogstrom, campus organizer of 
MassPIRG. “Student’s can make a differ- 
ence now, before midterms creep up on 
them and they are caught up in the holiday 
season.” 

The Lazarus House has requested basic 
canned items: chicken broth, cranberry 
sauce, canned yams or potatoes, pasta or 
spaghetti-o’s, and gravy. The items collected 
will be delivered to the shelter where the 
students will assemble them as care bas- 
kets. 

“We are in great need of canned goods 
for the people of the Merrimack Valley,” 
said Robin Hansen, food coordinator for the 
shelter. “The Lazarus House deeply appreci- 
ates any assistance that the students of 
NECC can provide.” 

Students have been invited to work ona 
mural on a wall outside of the Lazarus 
House. 

“The mural should depict a theme of 
caring and giving, as a representation of 
what Lazarus House gives to it’s commu- 
nity,” Hansen said. 

Students who want to help out should 
attend the MassPIRG general interest meet- 
ing at noon Sept. 25 in the student senate 
theater, or stop by the office in room F-124. 


Tracy hired as new 


financial aid officer 


Kea Tracy has been hired as a finan- 
cial aid officer. Her responsibilities in- 
clude assisting in the evaluating student 
requests for financial aid and in the admin- 
istration of all federal, state and local aid 
programs. She will also speak to commu- 
nity groups regarding financial aid and 
counsel students. 

Tracey holds associate's degree in busi- 
ness administration from Indian River Com- 
munity College and a bachelor’s degree in 
humanities from the University of New 
Hampshire. 


Nunes wins Manuel Carballo award 


® Staffer honored for her 
efforts with the deaf and 
hard of hearing 


ane Nunes, Massachusetts site coordi- 

nator for the Northeast Technical Assis- 

tance Center at NECC has received the 

1998 Manuel Carballo Governor’s Award 
for Excellence in Public Service. 

The Carballo Award recognizes excep- 
tional accomplishments, creativity and in- 
novation as well as exemplary leadership 
and is given to only 10 state employees each 
year. 

It is the highest honor employees of 
Massachusetts can receive. 

Nunes, who was nominated for the award 
by Elizabeth Coyne, assistant dean for spe- 
cial student services, was honored for her 
tireless efforts on behalf of deaf and hard of 
hearing students. 

She joined NECC in 1987 establishing 


interpreting services at the college and 
became the college’s first director of deaf 
and hard of hearing services in 1992. 

In her current role with NETAC, she 
coordinates technical assistance designed 
to expand and improve educational oppor- 
tunities for students who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. 

Numerous state colleges and universi- 
ties, including Boston University, Harvard 
University, Holy Cross College, and MIT, 
have received assistance or participated in 
programs offered by NETAC. 

Nunes has also helped raise thousands 
of dollars in grants which have let NECC 
expand existing services. 

“I work side by side with many hard- 
working individuals who are committed to 
the services and programs we provide,” 
Nunes said. “] have been energized by their 
commitment and inspired by the students 
Ihave served. Their motivation to learn and 
succeed has been contagious.” 

Nunes will be presented with the award 
in October during a celebratory dinner in 
Boston. 


ile photo 
AWARD-WINNER: Jane Nunes is on 
cloud nine after winning the Governor’s 
Award for Excellence in public service. 


College launches presidential scholarships 


@ Awards given to top 
students from Merrimack 
Valley high schools 


program which will provide scholar- 
ships for graduates of 10 area high 
schools who plan to earn an associate’s 
degree at NECC and transfer to a four-year 
Massachusetts state college or university. 

Fifteen 1998 high school graduates will 
receive the $1,000 Presidential Scholarships 
for the first time this fall. 

“We are very excited about this pro- 
gram,” said President David Hartleb. “It is a 
way of rewarding local high schools who 
send so many of their graduates to North- 
ern Essex and of helping promising young 
students keep down the cost of their college 
education.” 

The 10 high schools were Amesbury, 


Te: college has launched a scholarship 


Northern Essex Community College 


Employment Services 


Career Counseling 
Full and Part Time Placement 


One Stop Job Search Workshops 


Computerized Job Searches 


j [ Cooperative Education 


Traditional Co-op 
Alumni Co-op 
Pre-Co-op 


[ Field Placement Assistance 


> Resource Bank 
> Placement Follow-Up 


Work-Study Assistance 


“We are very excited 
about this program... 
It is a way of reward- 
ing local high schools 
who send so many of 
their graduates to 
Northern Essex.” 


Andover, Haverhill, Lawrence, Methuen, 


Newburyport, North Andover, Pentucket, © 


Greater Lawrence and Whittier Regional 
Vocational Technical High Schools. 

To be considered for the scholarships, 
students must have a minimum 2.5 grade 


CAREE 
DEVELOPMENT 
_ CENTER 


Come see us! 


Spurk Bldg. C300 
Tel. (978) 556-3722 
Fax. (978) 556-3675 


Traditional Work Study Placement 
“America Reads” Tutors (Work-Study) 
Community Service Work-Study 


Disney Opportunities. 


Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services 


point average in high school, be nominated 
by their guidance counselor, teacher or 
principal, apply to NECC and complete par- - 
ticipation forms for an approved joint ad- 
missions Program. : 

The joint admissions program allows 
students to apply to the four-year Massa- 
chusetts state college or university of their 
choice at the same time that they apply to 
NECC. 

Students in the joint admissions pro- 
gram are guaranteed admission to the four- 


"year college or university when they gradu- 


ate. If they maintain a grade point average 
of 3.0 or better, joint admissions students 
also are eligible for a 33 percent tuition 


_ discount at the four-year institution. 


After reviewing the applications ofthose 
students nominated, representatives from 
NECC will select the final recipients. 

The college hopes to increase the num- 
ber of Presidential Scholars each year and 
that interest will continue to grow, Hartleb 
said. 


Another summer 
theft reported 


n English professor told security $40 
was stolen from the desk in her office 
sometime over the summer. 

Linda Desjardins said the money had 
been in an envelope in May and she was not 
sure when the money was stolen. She re- 
ported the theft last week. 

The following were taken from security 
reports: 

Sept. 15 

Theft: Student Ricardo Mitchell said his 
Eurosport black bag with his books, bus 
pass, ID card and eight cassettes were sto- 
len from the sport and fitness center, 12:01 
p.m. 

Sept. 10 

Car stolen: Student Sean Laratonda, of 
Methuen, said his black Ford 1990 Mustang, 
valued at about $7,000 was stolen while it 
was parked behind the Spurk Building. 

Sept. 9 
. Accident: Security said cars driven by 
students Andrew Marcoux and Jane Kearney 
collided in the parking lot, 9:45 p.m. 
Sept. 2 

Medical emergency: Security was called 
to B-305 for a man complaining of tightness 
in his chest, difficulty breathing, sweating 
and dizziness. He was taken to Hale Hospi- 
tal, 12:45 p.m. 
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North Koreans warn Japanese 


@ They think Japan 
will increase its 
military efforts 


OKYO (AP) — North Korea 

has accused Japan of trying 

to use the North’s recent 
Tocket launch asan excuse to build 
up its military and said Tokyo 
harbors a plan to ultimately in- 
vade the North. 

In a statement issued by its 
Foreign Ministry, North Korea said 
Japan was using the launch to 
deflect attention from its domes- 
tic economic crisis. 

“The Japanese authorities must 
ponder over what catastrophic con- 
sequences will result,” the minis- 
try said in a statement carried by 
the North’s official Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency. 

A North Korean radio broad- 
cast of the statement, monitored 
by Tokyo-based Radiopress, said 
relations between the countries 
have deteriorated to the point of 
placing them “on the verge of 
war.” The reference to war, how- 
ever, was not included in KCNA’s 
text of the statement. 

The radio broadcast also indi- 
cated that the North intends to 
develop a commercial satellite for 
sale abroad in order raise foreign 
currency to help overcome its se- 
vere food shortages. 

_ “Starting with the food prob- 
lem, we must solve our economic 
problems alone... by aggressively 
progressing in the global advanced 
technology market which includes 
commercial satellite launches,” it 
said. 

In Tokyo, Japanese government 
officials said Wednesday that Ja- 
pan will maintain its sanctions 
against North Korea. 


AP photo/Jose Caruci 


BOTH HEROES: Actors Beatriz Valdes, right, and Mariano Alvarez playing the roles of Manuela 
Saenz and Simon Bolivar, are seen during filming in Caracas, Venezuela last week. “Manuela 
Saenz” is due to be released next year and tells the story of the woman who was the lover and one 
of the closest confidants of the Latin American independence hero, but died in destitution and 
disgrace. Now she is emerging as one of Latin America’s greatest heroines. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiromu 
Nonaka said the government “is 
not considering at all” lifting the 
sanctions -- freezing of food aid, 
charter flights and bilateral talks 
to establish diplomatic ties. 

The North’s rocket launch was 
believed to have been a ballistic 
missile test, but the United States 


said experts have determined it 
was probably a failed attempt to 
put a satellite into orbit. 

Also, Japanese Defense Agency 
Chief Fukushiro Nukaga said he 
plans to send experts to the United 
States to help determine what 
Pyongyang launched, Kyodo said. 

“We are taking the matter seri- 


ously, whether it was a missile or 
satellite, because it flew over Ja- 
pan and landed in the Pacific with- 
out advance notice,” Kyodo News 
agency quoted Nukaga as saying. 
Legislators are calling on Japan 
to build a spy satellite following 
the North’s Aug. 31 launch of a 
rocket which sailed over Japan. 


_Britain’s jobless 


rate dips again 


ONDON (AP) — Unemployment 

in Britain fell to 4.6 percent 
last month, the lowest level in 
nearly two decades. 

The government reported 
Wednesday that the number of 
people claiming welfare dropped 
by 16,400 to 1.3 million, bringing 
the percentage of claimants down 
to the lowest level since June 1980. 
Unemployment stood at 4.7 per- 
cent in July. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, whose north England 
parliamentary district has been 
hit by closures of two electronic 
component plants, said there was 
nothing his Labor Party govern- 
ment could do about the effects of 
world economic upheaval. 

“We can’t, as a government, do 
much about the twists and turns 
of world markets in an increas- 
ingly globalized economy,” Blair 
said during a visit to his constitu- 
ency, Sedgefield. 


Italian coalition 
gov't threatened 


OME (AP) - Premier Romano 

Prodi’s troublesome Commu- 
nist ally has threatened to with- 
hold support for the center-left 
coalition on a key issue — ap- 
proval of next year’s national bud- 
get. 

After a meeting of coalition 
leaders, Fausto Bertinotti, who 
heads the Communist 
Refoundation party, said he was 
unconvinced the govern-ment’s 
planned 1999 budget did enough 
to generate job creation in the 
underdeveloped south. 

Prodi must submit the budget 
to Parliament by Sept. 30. 


TO APPLY FOR THIS BANK 
ACCOUNT, WE’LL NEED SOME 
INFORMATION FROM YOU. 


Buy one, get one free at Subway® Restaurants! Only the 
Student Value Package’ gives you so much for so little. 


© get free sandwiches at Subway® with a Coupon, BankBoston Card and student 


ID @ unlimited coupons available ¢ use 24-hour Online Banking with HomeLink™ ! 


# over 1,500 BankBoston ATMs ¢ use your BankBoston Card with X-Press Check” 


like a plastic check wherever MasterCard” is accepted © get overdraft protection, if 


you overspend a little’ ¢ new price as low as $3 a month’ ¢ call 1-800-2-BOSTON 


e visit bankboston.com/students 


Get Free 


SUBWAY" 


Sandwiches 


BankBoston 


SHi2 34S5b 1890 Maat 


12-99 Ki Masten 


WENDY KARE 


1. Purchase a six-inch Subway® Sandwich and a 21-ounce soft drink and get a second six-inch Subway® Sandwich and 21-ounce soft drink of equal or lesser price free upon presentation of a Student Value 
Package coupon. Offer expires May 31, 1999. Offer available at participating Subway® locations and may not be combined with any other offer. One coupon per person per visit. Subway is a registered 
trademark of Doctors Associates Inc. 2, Valid school ID or acceptance letter required. To qualify for X-Press Check and Reserve Credit you must be at least 18 years of age and have no adverse credit history 
3. Online Banking with BankBoston HomeLink™ is free (eg,, transferring funds, checking balances). There is a $3.50 monthly fee for Online Bill Payment with HomeLink. 4. If you make withdrawals, 
deposits, transfers, and balance inquiries electronically by phone, ATM, or computer only, the monthly fee is discounted to $3. The normal monthly Student Value Package fee is $6. 
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Don’t read Starr report, students are told 


@ Mormon Church 

apostle warns lewd 

contents produce no 
good 


ROVO, Utah (AP) — Mormon 
P church apostle Richard Scott 
has told students and fac- 
ulty at church-owned Brigham 
Young University to avoid reading 
the details in Kenneth Starr’s re- 
port on President Clinton’s rela- 
tionship with Monica Lewinsky. 
“Don’t read or otherwise fill 
your mind with the salacious de- 
tails of this controversy. No good 
will come of that,” Scott said. He is 


a member of the Quorum of Twelve 
Apostles and on the university’s 
board of trustees. 

Scott made his comments dur- 
ing the school’s weekly devotional 
at the Marriott Center, a short 
walk from the campus library, 
where the report is being offered 
on the Internet. The decision to 
read or not to read the report is an 
individual one, said Carri Jenkins, 
a spokeswoman for the school. 

Library workers said some stu- 
dents had asked them for help 
finding the report, but the de- 
mand has been low. 

“It’s certainly not a porno site, 
although some of the stuff would 
be found on one,” said librarian 
Brad Monson. “We're taking the 


attitude it’s legitimate informa- 
tion and helping people find it 
when they want it.” 

Most students when asked said 
that they would rely on stories in 
the media for details of the report. 

Jeff Foster, a student from 
Denton, Texas, said he started to 
read the report on the Internet, 
“but when I noticed it was explicit 
I decided to spend my time doing 
something more productive.” 

Cameron Cowan, a freshman 
from Forest Grove, Ore., said he 
wants to be aware of what is going 
on in the news, “but if a general 
authority tells me not to indulge 
in that kind of material, I won't.” 

Scott urged students to pray 
for members of Congress, who 


have the constitutional responsi- 
bility to evaluate the allegations 
against the president. 

“When there is a violation of 
trust, there is a need to follow the 
procedures that are established to 
rectify it,” Scott said. “As far as 
President Clinton is concerned, 
that process has begun and is in 
the hands of the Congfess.” 

Scott also admonished faculty 
members and students to adhere 
to the school’s strict conduct re- 
quirements or leave. 

“Your ambition can be ad- 
equately met (elsewhere) and you 
would open a place for another to 
fully utilize the unique experi- 
ences offered at this university,” 
Scott said. 


New law school offers online degree course 


@ Parents, workers, 
others benefit from 
convenient Internet 
law classes 


ASHINGTON (AP) — Pa- 
per Chase, meet 
cyberspace. Concord 


University School of Law is offer- 
ing all its courses through the 
Internet. 

The Los Angeles-based law 
school is so new that it’s the only 
school in the university, opened 
by the same company that helps 
people prepare for the law school 
admissions test. 


The students are unlikely to be 
the bright-eyed idealists shown in 
“Paper Chase,” the movie and tele- 
vision series about the first year at 
Harvard Law. 

The school hopes to reach work- 
ing people, parents, people in ru- 
ral communities who can’t fit a 
regular law school into their sched- 
ules. 

The Association of American 
Law Schools said it is unaware of 
any other on-line law school. 

And the American Bar Associa- 
tion says it has not been asked to 
accredit Concord or any other on- 
line institution. 

The school lacks ABA accredita- 
tion, so it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, for most graduates to 


GAIN INTERNATIONAL AND TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 
Earn 3 or 4 NECC Credits 
(Earth Science or Sociology) 


COSTA RICA STUDY TRAVEL COURSE 


$1745 
¢ * Subject to slight increase 

| Includes: Round Trip Air 
Lodging (Double Occupancy) 

| Some meals 

| Site visits & scheduled seminars 
Tuition and Fees 
International ID card 

| Not included: 


Coursework includes: 


e Seminars and Site Visits - 7 days in San Juan and neighboring area 

¢ On-Campus classes — Haverhill Campus 

¢ Dates — January 6-13, 1999: Students must register by October 12, 1998 
Financial Aid Available 


e Estimated Cost — 3 credits:$1600 -$1651 (out of state), 4 credits: $1677 - 


Local Public Transportation in Costa Rica 


passport fees, photos, textbook, airport taxes, luggage 
handling and other gratuities, health insurance, personal 
and miscellaneous expenses, ground transportation to and 
from Logan airport 


; For information contact: 
Professor Fran Champoux, Division of Math, Science & 


take the bar examination or prac- 
tice anywhere but in California, 
which allows unaccredited law 
schools. 

But law school president Jack 
Goetz said people other than Cali- 
fornians will be drawn to the 
school, which is authorized by the 
state Department of Education. 
He said the ABA standards are 
such that an on-line school could 
not get accredited. 

“We're hoping to provide legal 
education for working profession- 
als and others who may not neces- 
sarily be interested in practicing 
law at a later date,” he said. “They 
may be looking to advance their 
own careers. They may be looking 
for a legal background in gen- 


eral.” 

The law school will offer a four- 
year program students can start 
at any time. 

Students also will be able to log 
on and study at their own conve- 
nience. 

The school will be relatively 
inexpensive, costing about $17,000 
for four years. 

Jonathan Grayer, president and 
chief executive officer of Kaplan, 
said the school “furthers our mis- 
sion to help students of all ages 
and background to reach their 
own educational and career goals.” 

Kaplan offers a range of educa- 
tional programs, including coach- 
ing for the LSAT and other exami- 
nations. 


TALENTS II 


Students, Faculty, Staff, Administrators, Alumni & 
Friends of NECC, audition now to SING, DANCE, perform 

COMEDY, or SURPRISE the audience in a fun-filled 

evening of entertainment at Sharing Our Talents II. 


Friday, October 2 
7:00 pm 


Northern Essex Community College 


Student Center Cafeteria, 
Haverhill, MA 


Join us for 


6:00 PM International Buffet 
($5.00 donation to benefit ESL Scholarship Awards) 
The performance is Free! 

Door Prizes 


For details on how to 
set up an audition: 


Contact Frank DeSarro 


New virtual 
university is 
virtually empty 


ALT LAKE CITY (AP) Just 10 

students have enrolled in the 
Western Governors University 
since the Internet-based school 
spanning 17 states, including Okla- 
homa, opened its virtual doors 
this month. ‘ 

The school is still processing 75 
applications. WGU spokesman Jeff 
Xouris said enrollment has been 
snarled by computer problems. 

Officials had set an enrollment 
goal of 1,000 by the end of this 
term. 

“It would have been great to 
have a massive enrollment when, 
we first (opened), but we’re find- 
ing students want to know more. 
They want to find out about the 
university, how it works,” said Jeff 
Edwards, WGU’s director of mar- 
keting. “It’s a real new idea.” 

The idea for a virtual university 
came out of a Western Governors 
Association meeting three years 
ago as a way of serving sparsely 
populated areas at a low cost. 

WGU has a staff of about 20 
working in Denver and Salt Lake 
City and has raised $9.5 million in 
public and private funds so far. It 
does not offer any of its own 
classes, but acts as a broker for 
Internet and television classes pro- 
vided by existing schools, who 
charge whatever they want. 

The university has not received _ 
accreditation and currently offers 
only two-year associate of arts 
degrees. 

WGU also offers competency- 
based degrees which will be 
awarded to students who pass 
WGU’s tests. There are no require- 
ments that any classes be taken. 

That is one of the reasons for 
the slow enrollment, Edwards said. 
Students want.to talk to WGU 
advisers to learn more about how 
to get a degree, not just take a few 
courses. 


University of 
Maryland steps 
up security 


OLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) — Ad 

ditional police officers have 
been placed on patrol at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, College Park, 
in the wake of several attacks on 
students last spring. 

Five officers have joined the 
University Police Department, 
bringing the number of officers to 
70. In addition, new security cam- 
eras are perched atop some emer- 
gency phones, and officials have 
constructed a third gatehouse at 
the campus’ south entrance. 

Last spring, three female stu- 
dents said they were attacked on 
campus. 

One of those students reported 
she was raped and angther said 
her attacker tried to kidnap her, 
police said. 

One case has since been closed 
at the request of the victim, said 
Sgt. Steve Kowa, a spokesman for 
University Police. No arrests have 
been made. : 

Officials are encouraging stu- 


dents to take advantage of such 
longstanding services as the cam- 
pus shuttle and walking escorts 
when they find themselves are 
alone after dark. 


Technology, x3889 
Professor Patricia Taglianetti, Division of Business, 
x3378 
| Dr. Usha Sellers, International Programs, x3649 


by September 25 
in C-207 or call 
978-556-3408 


Banning books 


By Jody Carey 


@ Pages 10 & 11 NECC Ubserver, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1998 


Dumbest 
book 
| challenges 


® From Ibsen plays to 
Doris Day’s biography, 
censors attack 


riters World, a web site for writers, 
took note of this and compiled a list 
of challenges which they felt went 


above and beyond the call of duty. 

These dumbest book challenges are pro- 
vided by: http:/www.writersworld.net/banned/ 
feature_dumbest_book_challenges.htm. 

¥ “Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee” by 
Dee Brown : Censored by a Wild Rose, Wis. 
school district in 1974 partially because “If 
there is any possibility that something might 
be controversial, then why not eliminate it.” 

¥ “A Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen: Chal- 
lenged in Alabama because it promoted femi- 
nist views. 

¥ “Doris Day: Her Own Story” by Doris 

Day: Banned in Alabama in 1982 on the 
grounds the material within was shocking as 
compared to “Miss Day’s All-American.” 

V “Little Red Ridinghood” by the Brothers 
Grimm : Challenged in Empire, Calif. because 
it depicts Ridinghood bringing wine to her 
grandmother. 

¥ “The Rolling Stone Illustrated Guide of 
Rock and Roll,” edited by Jim Miller: Chal- 
lenged in 1982 by Jefferson County, Ky. school 
officials because it “will cause our children to 
become immoral and indecent.” 

v¥ “Sylvester and the Magic Pebble” by Wil- 
liam Steig: Runner up for the most ridiculous 
claim. The Illinois Police association wrote to 
state librarians and asking them to remove 
this book. The reason? Because the book uses 


illustrated. images*of people represented by = 


animals - particularly of pigs as policemén, 
though the representation was favorable. 
V “The Diary of a Young Girl” by Anne 


Frank: This book has been challenged numer- ,_ 


ous times. An Alabama State Textbook Com- 
mittee challenged this because it was a “real 
downer. ” And the winner of Most Ridiculous 
is the one from Tennessee. 

Fundamentalist Christians in Greenwood 
won the right to make the Hawkins County 
School Board remove such books from the 
required curriculum as “Diary of a Young Girl” 
and “The Wizard of Oz.” The reason for the 
banning of the “Diary of a Young Girl” was 
because in the book, Frank calls for toleration 
of ALL religions: “Oh I don’t mean you have to 
be Orthodox...I just mean some religion .. . It 
doesn’t matter what. Just to believe in some- 
thing.” 

The books were not removed from the 
library. But the court case required the school 
to provide alternative reading for seven fami- 
lies which would not offend their religious 
sensibilities. They also won a monetary re- 
ward. 

There were six other books on the list 
banned by this ruling: 

v “Cinderella:” Because it mentioned magic. 
“MacBeth:” Witchcraft and magic. 

V “The Wizard of Oz:” Portrayal of a good 
witch; said traits such as courage, intelligence 
and compassion can be personally developed 
rather than God-given 

Vv “The Revolt of Mother” by Mary Wilkins 
Freeman : Because it represents a woman 
challenging her husband’s authority, in defi- 
ance of biblical tradition. 

“Hans Christian Anderson:” described the 
supernatural. - 

Anything that detailed dinosaurs as being 
older than the biblical account of the age of the 
world 

Stories which dealt with other religions, 
such as Native Americans, Islam, etc. 


“aes 7 mS 


Lt Soa tesa cece car ay aed 


Congress shall make no law 
abridging the freedom of 
speech or the press. 


® Books, can be suppressed 
for a time, but ideas live on 
indefinitely 


By JODY CAREY 
Impulse Editor 


new. In fact, people have been challenging 
books since before the time of Christ. 

As archaic as it may seem, according to anticen- 
sorship groups, individuals and groups have been 
attempting to censor books and other forms of 
literature throughout history, and still continue to 
do so today. The most frequently challenged or 
banned books are often popular or even classics 
which are still widely read. 

According to statistics gathered by the American 
Library Association Office for Intellectual Freedom 
and the National Coalition Against Censorship, book 
challenges are prevalent in school and public librar- 
ies across the country. 

“What’s ‘ironic and really concerns us, is that 
often concerns about single words belay the censor- 
ing of whole works,” said Richard Matthews, deputy 
director, Office for Intellectual Freedom.” 

It was in response to this alleged increasing 
epidemic in conjunction with other related con- 
cerns, that the American Booksellers Association 
approached the ALA with the proposal of cosponsor- 
ing an annual event which would celebrate our 
freedom to read. From this idea sprung the annual 
Banned Book Week: Celebrating the Freedom to 
Read, the first of which was held in September 1982. 

“As a democracy, we are concerned with a free 
exchange of ideas,” Matthews said. 

The ALA’s interest was spurred by the great 
success of an exhibit on banned books held by the 
American Booksellers Association. 

As late as the 1960s, there were prosecutions for 


B ook burning, banning and censorship are not 


. the use of obscenities, Matthews: said. Obscenity is 


one of thé most reported reasons for censorship. Also 
amongst the ranks are sexual content, the use of 
profanity, racism and conflict with community, 

“The threat of suppressing ideas is still present 
today,” Matthews said. What motivates challenges 
often results in the motivation to attempt to ban. 

Often it’s the result of some good intentioned 
people who are attempting to protect their own 
children from literature that they don’t deem appro- 
priate, Matthews said. This results in the suppression 
of ideas, it doesn’t allow access to those who wish to 
read or enjoy it. 

“When literature is chilled and suppressed it 
really affects the publishers, ” Matthews said. 

In the July issue of the Boston Phoenix, similar 
concerns were voiced by the new executive director 
of International Pen, Michael Roberts. In a story 
titled “THE MIGHTY PEN: Literature and freedom of 
expression face worldwide challenges.” Roberts dis- 
cussed his concerns about the state of publishing 
today. 


Banned book week: 


Sept. 26 marks the 
beginning of the 17th 
annual Banned Books Week 


By JODY CAREY 
Impulse Editor 


Guide, Banned Books Week is more than the 

freedom to choose or the freedom to express 
one’s opinion, even if that opinion might be consid- 
ered unorthodox or unpopular. 

The essential message of Banned Books Week is 
the importance of ensuring the availability of those 
unorthodox or unpopular viewpoints to all who wish 
to read them. 

Louise Bevilacqua, circulation librarian at the 
Bentley Library, said in past years the annual BBW 
event has been celebrated on NECC’s Haverhill cam- 
pus, and they will do so again this year. In celebration 
of the event, the Bentley library puts out a display of 
books which have been banned sometime aii 
out history. ~ 

Ellen Madigan, coordinator of the Lawrence cam- 


A ccording to the Banned Books 1998 Resource 


“He that would make his own 
liberty secure must guard 
even his enemy from opposi- 
tion; for if he violates this 


duty he establishes a prece- 
dent that will reach to him- 
meh 

—Dissertations on First Prin- 
ciples of Government, Thomas 
Paine 


One of his primary concerns dealt with the issue 
of the involvement of media conglomerates in the 
adult publishing trade: 

“This means among other things, that people 
whose personal and economic interests are not 
necessarily books and literature are controlling the 
destiny of writers and what gets published and what 
gets printed,” he said. 

The concern here can be related to the concept of 
strength in numbers. If the person trying to censor 
material holds greater power than those trying to 
defend their right to read, write or publish it. It’s not 
difficult to make a pretty.accurate assumption on 
who’s going to come out on top. 

If publishers fear that a book will not do well or 
will be faced with strong opposition, they’re less apt 
to take chances. 

But Ellen Madigan, coordinator ‘of the Lawrence 
campus Said the surest way of having a best-seller is 
to attempt to ban it. 

“American Psycho by Brett Easton Ellis is a perfect 
‘example,”: said. Madigan, who felt the book was 


“mediocre at bést and after attempts to ban it oc- 


curred, everyone wanted a copy and made it onto the 
New York Times Best-sellers List. Sounds like a case 
of the.Forbidden Fruit.” 

Ellis’ novel was described as “Graphically violent 
and relentlessly amoral,” the story of a yuppie serial 
laller. 

According to an alt.culture entry on the web, Ellis’ 
“American Psycho” made it into the headlines in 
1991 when the original publisher, Simon & Schuster, 
dropped the book, forfeiting a $300,000 advance. 
Reasons for dropping the novel were not listed. 
Several other national chains were also reported as 
refusing to carry it. The book was published by 
Vintage Books that same year, however. 

There is much controversy over whether or not 
the anticensorship plight of the ALA and other 
staunch defenders of the First Amendment is realis- 
tic. 

Right Now: A Conservative Slant to Today’s Events 
on-line magazine, accused the ALA of stretching the 


Lawrence campus library. 

Haverhill Public Library will not celebrate BBW 
this year. The reference desk librarian said she was 
not aware of other local public libraries which par- 
ticipate in the event. She said this non-participation 
may be because it is such a controversial issue. She 
did mention that it was something they would think 
about however. 

“The Haverhill Public Library has celebrated the 
annual BBW eveni occasionally,” said Jim Hayes of 
the Haverhill Public Library. Hayes doesn’t think 
book banning is a real problem nor does he think 
that citizens should be worried about their First 
Amendment rights being denied. 

“There have been books challenged at the library, 
but none of them have ever been banned,” Hayes 
said. 

When challenges are made the library handles it 
by showing the patron the ALA Bill of Rights. 

“As a librarian I support the Library Bill of Rights. 
It opposes any attempt to prejudice attitudes toward 
library materials,” Madigan said. 


Madigan said there have not been any situations. 


where NECC library materials have been challenged 


or banned during her tenure at the sullene. She's SoBe 
- button, anda 


been on staff since March 1993. 
Madigan was unaware of any pscecunes that 
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BURN, BURN, BURN: Popular and classic books have been banned throughout history for a variety of reasons.. 


attempt to have the objectionable material banned 
or removed from school curriculums or library 
shelves, restricting access to others. 

The people initiating these challenges come from 
all walks of life. In past situations challenges have 
been submitted by parents, religious organizations, 
booksellers, women’s groups, government organiza- 
tions, conservatives and even liberals. 

These censorship attempts aren’t only targeted at 
public schools and libraries. Newspapers, publica- 


tions, television, radio and the Internet have all been 
subjects of similar attacks, with the Internet being 
the hottest target. 

Robert Doyle of the ALA says in the Banned Books 
1998 Resource Guide: “When books are challenged, 
restricted, removed, or banned, an atmosphere of 
suppression exists. The author may make revisions, 
less for artistic reasons than to avoid controversy. 
The editor and publisher may alter text or elect not 
to publish for economic and marketing reasons. Staff 


in bookstores and libraries may find published works 
too controversial and, fearing reprisals, will choose 
not to purchase those materials. 


“The fear of the consequences of censorship is as 
damaging as, or perhaps more damaging than, the 
actual censorship attempt. After all, when a pub- 
lished book is banned, it can usually be found 
elsewhere. Unexpressed ideas, unpublished works, | 
unpurchased books are lost forever.” 
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ion, although it wasn’t really a 
mewhere around 15 to 17 years 
male teachers on campus chal- 
store for selling Playboy and 
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challenged and banned books. 

Advocates of the BBW strongly encourage indi- 
viduals to actively participate in the celebration by 
reading a piece of literature which someone has tried 
to restrict access to. 

Here are a few from various compiled databases 
which you may choose from, along with their rea- 
sons for being censored or banned somewhere in the 
United States: 

Vv “Ulysses” by James Joyce - It was barred from 
the United States as obscene for 15 years, and was 
seized by U.S. postal Authorities in 1919 and 1930. 
The ban was lifted in 1933, after advocates fought for 
the right to publish it. 

V Aristophanes’ “Lysistrata,” Chaucer's “Canter- 
bury Tales,” Boccaccio’s “Decameron,” Defoe’s “Moll 
Flanders,” and various editions of the “Arabian Nights” 
were all banned for decades from the U.S. mails 
under the Comstock Law of 1873 - officially known as 
the Federal Anti-Obscenity Act. This law banned the 
mailing of “lewd,” “indecent,” “filthy” or “obscene” 
materials. The Comstock Laws which are no longer 
enforced, still remain on the books today. Some of 
them were specifically applied to the 1996 Telecom- 
munications Reform Bill. 

V “Leaves of Grass,” a famous collection of poetry 
by Walt Whitman, was withdrawn in Boston in 1881, 


ecution for the use of explicit language in some 
poems. 

V The Bible and The “Qur'an” were both removed 
from various libraries and banned from import in 
the Soviet Union from 1926 to 1956. Many editions of 
the Bible have also been banned and burned by civil 
and religious authorities throughout history. A 1997 
US government study reported that Burma bans all 
Bible translations into local indigenous languages. 

vV “Lady Chatterly’s Lover” by D.H. Lawrence was 
the object of numerous obscenity trials in the United 
Kingdom and the United States up into the 1960s. 

V “The Grapes of Wrath” has been challenged for 
reasons such as the use of “vulgar words,” “the book 
is full of filth” and the book uses the name of God and 
Jesus in a “vain and profane manner along with 
inappropriate sexual references.” 

v “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” by Mark 
Twain - banned many times because of the repeated 
use or the word “nigger” and also thought to be 
damaging to the self-esteem of young black children. 
This classic has been called “rough, course and 
inelegant,” unsuitable for “intelligent, respectable 
people.” According to the ALA, the book which today 
is challenged for being racist, was originally attacked 
for being anti-racist. 

“The Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne,“ 


United Nations 


“Everyone has the right to 
freedom of opinion and ex- 
pression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to 


seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas 
through any media and re- 
gardless of frontiers.” 

—UN Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 
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Banned Books Week starts soon 


Continued from page 11 

Y “Moby Dick” by Herman 
Melville and “To Kill A Mocking- 
bird” by Lee Harper: Challenged 
because they conflicted with val- 
ues of the community. 

Y “Twelfth Night” by William 
Shakespeare: Challenged because 
it was said to encourage homo- 
sexuality. 

In the interest of more current 
publications, the following is a list 
of books published and challenged 
in more recent years: 

v¥ “Goosebumps Series” by R.L. 
Stine: Challenged in schools and 
libraries across the country be- 
cause it deals with violence and 
scary stories. Some educators how- 
ever say if it gets children on the 
road to reading then it serves a 
valuable purpose. 

Y “Cujo” and “Christine” by 
Stephen King. 

Y “Night Chills” by Dean 
Koontz. 

Y “Blubber” and “Then Again 
Maybe I Won't” by Judy Blume. 

Y “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray 
Bradbury: It deals with the issue of 
censorship. 

Y “The Claiming of Sleeping 
Beauty,” “Beauty’s Punishment” 
and “Beauty’s Release” by Anne 
Rice written under the pseudonym 
A.N. Roquelaure: These were re- 
moved in some public libraries 
and aren’t carried in several oth- 


ers. They were determined to be 
pornographic. Rice’s “Cry to 
Heaven” was also challenged by a 
public library in California in 1993. 

Y “Sex” by Madonna: Faced 
opposition in a Toledo-Lucas 
County Public Library 

Vv “The Chocolate War” by Rob- 
ert Cormier. 

VY “Heather Has Two Mommies” 
by Lesiea Newman. 

Y “Scary Stories 3: More Tales 
to Chill Your Bones” by Alvin 
Schwartz: 

Many who attempt to suppress 
or do away with reading materials 
they find offensive or unaccept- 
able, think they are well within 
their rights. 

What they aren’t always aware 
of is that public libraries, schools 
and other institutions are also well 
within their rights when they 
refuse fo endorse or give in.to 
censorship of any kind. 

“Whatever the censor’s mo- 
tives, attempts to suppress cer- 
tain library materials may also 
stem froma confused understand- 
ing of the role of the library and of 
the rights of other library users. 

“The censor’s concern about 
library materials is based upon a 
view of the library as an impor- 
tant social institution. But the cen- 
sor may fail to see that the library 
fulfills its obligations to the com- 
munity it serves by providing 


materials presenting all points of 
view and that it is no function of 
the library to screen materials 
according to arbitrary standards 
of acceptability. Would-be censors 
may think that it is the role of the 
library to support certain values 
or causes-which are, of course, 
their values and their causes.” - 
from the Intellectual Freedom 
Manual (Office for Intellectual Free- 
dom, ALA, Chicago, IL, 1996). 

The ALA credits the commit- 
ment of librarians, teachers, par- 
ents, students and other concerned 
citizens for spreading the positive 
message of Banned Books Week. 

Due to their commitment to 
the cause, most of the challenges 
were shot down. The materials 


were retained in the school cur- | 


riculum or on the library shelves. 


Included amongst the individu- . 


als who should be credited for 
some of BBW’s success is Herbert 
N. Foerstel, author of the book, 
“Banned in the USA.” A book which 
focuses on recent censorship in 
public schools and libraries. 

During an interview with Time 
magazine Sept. 24, 1997, Foerstel 
discussed his career as a public 
anticensorship advocate. 

Asked if Banned Books Week 
makes a difference, Foerstel re- 
plied, “Yes it makes a difference in 
the sense that it’s a very success- 
ful public relations program initi- 


ated by the American Library As- 
sociation. It’s raised the conscious- 
ness of people to the subject. After 
all, if not for Banned Books Week, 
we wouldn’t be doing this show.” 

This year’s annual celebration 
of BBW will be held Sept. 26 to Oct. 
23. Sponsored by the American 
Booksellers Association, the Ameri- 


can Booksellers Foundation for 


Free Expression, the American Li- 


brary Association, the American - 


Society ofJournalists and Authors, 
the Association of American Pub- 
lishers, and the National Associa- 


tion of College Stores, and en- — 


dorsed by the Center for the Book 
of the Library of Congress. 


New center concerns 


Continued from page 1 
changing technology. 

¥ A lack of space for the Top 
Notch Players; storage, a place to 
make costumes, dressing rooms 
and a place to build sets, among 
other complaints. 

“Despite our obstacles we've 
been able to grow an arts pro- 
gram,” Hawrylciw said. “We’re 
looking for a facility that will solve 
all our needs. Space to perform is 
a small part of our needs.” 

He said being offered perfor- 
mance space does not satisfy the 
need for teaching facilities and he 
hopes students become involved 
in the debate this semester. 

“There have been no specifics, 
but we fear (a convention center) 
will not accommodate our teach- 
ing needs, and we are somewhat 
concerned with the distance stu- 
dents would have to go to a second 
site fo ” he said. “Most of 
us (in “the creative arts depart- 
ment) don’t want to become in- 
volved with the convention cen- 
ter 

But before anything is built or 
the college receives any money, 
NECC must raise $2 million to 
receive matching funds from the 
state for the construction ofa $9.5 
million fine arts and technology 
center. 

Ernestine Greenslade, director 
of public relations, said the board 
of higher education has approved 
its five-year spending plan. 

NECC is now scheduled to get 
money two years earlier than ex- 
pected, in 2001, as long as the 
college raises the money. 

In October, a state feasibility 
study will be completed and it will 
analyze the different sites and in- 
dicate which is looking the best, 
she said. 

Until then, President David 


we ts IF aSses 


Hartleb said he will not commit to 
any plans. 

Greenslade said NECC is still 
developing what needs to be in- 
cluded with an arts center. 

“They must be realistic needs. 
We have hired an architect to see 
what can be built, based on re- 
quests from the committee, to talk 
about total space and cost. We 
can’t build a $5 billion center,” she 
said. 

Sanders said storage is one of 
her biggest concerns. 

*Nobody builds buildings with 
storage in mind; that’s true all 
over the place,” she said. “We need 
at least one more building or an 
addition onto one of the buildings 
is also possible. 1 don’t know which 
building, though.” 

She said their storage space isa 
room on top floor of Spurk build- 
ing, a “little closet crammed to the 
ceiling.” Because of lack of space, 
she said she has had to throw out 
pieces of sets or other items which 
she couid reuse the next semester 
if there were storage space. 

“There are clearly advantages 
of having the center on campus,” 
said Judith Kamber, director of 
staff development. “It would ben- 
efit the college and community.” 

She said if the college becomes 
involved with either a convention 
center or a fine arts and technol- 
ogy center, it may help the college 
in the future. 

“Performing arts a way to reach 
out to young people, those in high 
schools, and it could have remark- 


able impact on the future,” she . 


said. “Not only with music and 
dance but with theater. It could 
deal with self-esteem and social 
issues. There are a number of ways 
to connect with the community, 
and we haven’t even begun to 
explore them.” 


ae the college 


thought having a homecoming 
was a way of involvi 
past classes with a t vitie: 0 


g other 


Campus worries over recent thefts — 


Continued from page 1 
panies.” 


Brown said two other staff 


members, security and janitorial 
services have access to her office. 
“Tm pretty confidant it’s not 


Stalls are available 


‘Dory Meadow Res he 
Boarding & Training 


Event,Dressage,Hunters 
Haverhill,Mass 
(978) 521-6802 
Anita Toscano, 


my staff 
members,” 
said. 
“And _ this 
wasn’t the 
first time. Is 
it a stray stu- 
dent, is it a 
staff mem- 


Owner 


best acleaner, security or are clean- 
ers leaving all the doors open and 


‘clean the offices one at a time. I 


hope the answer to all the above is 
no, but...” 

Andrews said if that were the 
case, it would be unacceptable. 

“We will not tolerate a cleaner 
opening up 10 rooms at atime and 
going through one by one. Having 
a door open nine doors away would 
be unacceptable,” he said. 


mabysitern needed for 2-3 rchiidten. 2 afterhoons 
per week. Own transportation. Non-smoker. 
Haverhill/Salem line. Reference needed. Call 
Donna, 521-0505 
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Promoting deaf awareness 


@ New director brings 
optimism to deaf and 
hard of hearing services 


By CAROLYN DRAGO 


Features Editor 


ewly appointed director of deaf and 
Ne of hearing services Lisa 

DeWindt Sommer said she is enthu- 
siastic about her new position and looks 
forward to expanding the services the col- 
lege provides for deaf and hard of hearing 
students, staff and faculty. 

Sommer, who came to the college in 
April as assistant director to the center, and 
brought her experiences as a guidance coun- 
selor for Newton High School with her. 

She earned degrees in psychology and 
counseling and has training in vocational 
rehabilitation and American Sign Language 
interpretation. 

Sommer said she is prepared for the 
challenges ahead. 

“Lisa is great and the students really like 
her,” said Lise Simring, secretary at the 
center and student in the interpretation 
program. “People were a little shy at first 
because she was new, but now that they 
have seen her positive attitude and how 
friendly she is they keep coming back for 
more.” 

Former director Jane Nunes will con- 
tinue assisting Sommer and other mem- 


Thinking about 
transferring to another 
school, but your finances 
have you worried ? 


NOW OFFERING 
HALF-TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS! 


Bradford’s Transfer Coordinator 
Kathy Bresnahan 
can answer your questions. 


Bradford College 


Website: http://www.bradford.edu 


bers of the center, but will focus on her 
work as the Massachusetts site coordinator 
for the Northeast Technical Assistance Cen- 
ter. 

As coordinator, Sommer will accommo- 
date individuals who are deaf or hard of 
hearing by providing in-depth programs 
and individualized services, which include 
a variety of interpretive services for classes, 
tutorials, advising seSsions and more. 

Other services available include com- 
puter-aided real time captioning, where a 
stenographic machine translates stenotype 
shorthand to English and is then displayed 
on a screen, and assistive learning devices 
which amplify the sound of a speaker’s 
voice without distracting them with back- 
ground sound 

The college has received much recogni- 
tion for the quality of the services it pro- 
vides at the center for its students, faculty 
and staff, depending on their needs. 

Sommer has been busy preparing for 
this week’s Deaf Awareness Week. It will 
provide activities aimed at informing indi- 
viduals about the college’s services and 
other methods of assistance. 

Some highlights of the Deaf Awareness 
week will be the MCI relay presentation, the 
college life and healthy living fair, where 
interpreters will be provided, and an open 
house. 

The open house will provide an atmo- 
sphere where the deaf and hard of hearing 
community can meet with members of the 
Northeast Independent Living Program. 


For More Information 
Office of Admission 
Bradford College 
320 South Main St. 
Haverhill, MA 
01835-7393 

(978) 372-7161 
(800) 336-6448 


“Deaf refers toa particular group of people who 
share a language, American sign language and a 


culture,” Sommer said. 


NILP will discuss year-round activities 
and welcome ideas on how they may im- 
prove their services. 

Further information on the fair will be 
provided at the deaf and hard of hearing 
center in the student center. 

Sommer is looking foward to everyone’s 
participation and said it will be informative 
and fun. 

Because the deaf community has sepa- 
rate needs and have their own classes and 


- facilities which administer to those needs, 


the opportunity for them to communicate 
with others who are not skilled in sign 
language is rare. 

Sommer said there is no one way to 


bridge the communication gap between 
the deaf community and others because it 
varies with each person. 

“Some people are very skilled in lip 
reading and can understand speech by study- 
ing mouth movement others depend on 
interpreters to help them communicate 
with others,” she said. . 

Another way for communication is by e- 
mail, but universal methods of communi- 
cation like a smile or a wave can be just as 
effective. 

“Deaf refers to a_ particular group of 
people who share a language, American 
Sign Language and a culture,” Sommer 
said. 


More than new computers 
heeded for sound education 


® Superintendent stresses 
need for basic learning 
over technology 


By GEORGIA KRITIKOS 


Guest Contributor 


AVERHILL — In recent weeks there 
H has been much debate about pro- 

viding computers to public schools, 
but curriculum must keep pace, said 
Haverhill public school superintendent 
Francis “Fritz” Esch. 

“What are we doing to prepare our kids 
with skills to survive in a highly-cultured 
nation when they are our age?” Esch said. 

Computers are important in our highly 
technological world for economy, culture, 
news, media, entertainment and commu- 
nication. But computers are not the only 
consideration in designing a curriculum, 
he said. 

Other fundamental materials needed to 
help educate a well-rounded student in- 
clude sufficient texts, utensils, desks, sani- 
tation facilities, playgrounds and space. 

Esch said all Haverhill children receive 
equal materials and priority classes, includ- 
ing math, English, writing, reading and 
history, and services such as guidance and 
nursing, with the exception of inconsistent 
classes such as art, music, physical educa- 
tion and special education. He said this is 
due to the lack of facilities and not having 
enough instructors. 

Concentrating on fulfilling these obliga- 
tions to the children are of greater impor- 
tance than providing computers and tech- 
nology, Esch said. A well-rounded student is 
important for participation in a global soci- 
ety. 
Population growth and the need to build 
new schools has, perhaps, affected the equal- 


ization of curriculum and technology in 


schools. 
There is a demand for more computers 


and technology in our Haverhill schools. 
The Haverhill Gazette’s Sept. 10-16 issue 
addresses the unequal distribution of com- 
puters between the lower and middle level 
schools and the concern it causes students 
and parents. 

This is not a sign of neglect, but the 
concentration on repairing and keeping up 
with maintenance on the older schools 
such as Tilton and Nettle. This has caused a 
delay on providing computers, Esch said. 

In all other areas, Haverhill shows 
progress in providing a strong support net 
for the children’s learning. 

Haverhill has an extensive preschool 
program directed by Gerry Sliger. These 
classes are held at Haverhill High and at 
Moody School and are funded through goy- 
ernment grants. 

Haverhill, being a culturally diverse com- 
munity with multilingual students, requires 
classes which help in the English language. 

A lower teacher to student ratio has 
been proven by research to give students 
stronger comprehension skills. Haverhill 
schools estimate 18:1 in special education, 
22:1 in regular classes and 27:1 in upper 
grades. 

Esch also said teachers need to take 
three graduate-level courses within every 
five years. The classes provide new tech- 
niques in teaching and update their skills 
with new methods. 

“Through higher standards and leader- 
ship from the central office and schooi 
committee, growth and prosperity can be 
achieved by our teachers and students,” 
Esch said. 

He also talked about keeping the com- 
munity focused on educating our children 
through curriculum, development, scope 
and sequence of curriculum by assessment 
and evaluation and making sure that what 
is taught is tested. 

“We need to educate our children to 
evaluate and process information ethically 
and morally on today’s highly fast-paced 
and easy solution society,” he said. 


# Page 14 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1998 


See Venice and Die... 


@ Novel showcases 
modern day elitist 
in delightfully 
unsympathetic light 
By ADAM KIRSCH 


Washington Post 


G6 Mistler’s Exit,” Louis Begley’s 
fifth novel, is a gilded minia- 
ture. It is a novel of New 

York’s wealthy professional elite, 

the latter day counterpart to Edith 

Wharton’s aristocrats. 

But it is equally true of Begley’s 
style, which favors expert crafts- 
manship over ragged energies, and 
of his view of life, which is best 
described as Epicurean: pleasure 
loving, mature to the point of 
world-weariness, and decidedly 
unmetaphysical. 

These are also the attributes of 
Thomas Mistler, whose “exit” from 
the world with an almost apa- 
thetic grace forms Begley’s sub- 
ject. As in “About Schmidt,” his 
last novel, we are among the rich 
and well-bred, linked by their 
clubs, Ivy League educations, and 
Long Island and Connecticut re- 
treats. 

Mistler is an advertising tycoon 
somewhere in his 60s, who early 
on abandoned his literary ambi- 
tions for the more concrete attain- 
ments of the professional world. 
Men who candidly admit, like 
Mistler, that “what I really do is 
use power” are not often lovable, 
and Begley does not care over- 
much about making us sympa- 
thize with his protagonist. Indeed, 
we get the feeling that Mistler 
himself would not want such sym- 
pathy, especially from strangers: 
He is endowed with a strong sense 


A cloudy forecast for Dakota 


@ Vague plot and 
characters leaves 
novel struggling to 
convince readers 


By CLAIRE MESSUD 


Washington: Post 


he protagonist of Marianne 

Wiggimns’s last novel, “Eveless 

Eden,” was a hardboiled for- 

eign correspondent named Noah 

John, on the move from Cameroon 
to Romania in the late 1980s. 

John, now mysteriously “un- 
derground” in South Dakota, fails 
to appear in person in Wiggins’s 
new book, but hovers behind it. 

“Almost Heaven” tells the story 
of Holden Garfield (not Caulfield), 
a hot young journalist and pro- 
tege of John’s, who has fled his 
post in Bosnia, horrified by the 
war’s brutalities. 

Garfield pitches up in Wash- 
ington, D.C., without plans or per- 
spective. He arrives in stormy 
weather and senses that while he 
has been covering massacres 
abroad, the weather has become 
America’s biggest story: “It’s the 
advent ofa new age of news where 
the only things worth risking send- 
ing crews to are encounters of the 
katabatic kind.” 

Garfield’s past has been devas- 
tated and uprooted, as if by na- 
ture. His parents have divorced, 


ofhis privileges and independence, 
and his behavior towards his wife, 
his business partner, and even his 
dinner-party companions is fre- 
quently ruthless. 

Mistler’s cold confidence is not 
even shaken when, on the first 
page of the novel, he learns that 
he is dying of liver cancer. Ordi- 
narily, we would expect such a 
revelation to lead to soulsearching 
and revaluations; for Mistler, how- 
ever, the news prompts only a trip 
to Venice, whose beauties he in- 
tends to sample one last time. 

When he arrives, he is surprised 
to find Lina, a young photogra- 
pher he met at a dinner party, 
waiting in his room. The inevi- 
table affair follows. But Mistler is 
a man of the world, with many 
infidelities under his belt, and the 
affair with Lina is explicitly not a 
final clutch at youth, a rejuvenat- 
ing idyll among the palazzi. 

It is a lackluster and almost 
unwanted romance, as Mistler 
himself reflects: “The paradox was 
amusing: that he, who had so little 
time, should have less and less 
inclination to seize the day.” In- 
stead, in keeping with his class 
ethos and his own temperament, 
he practices the cooler pleasures 
of drinking good wines, visiting 
his favorite Titians, winding down 
canals to the best restaurants. 

For the first three quarters of 
the novel, this calm delectation is 
carried out with Begley’s usual 
quiet refinement. Only towards 
the end does Mistler begin to lose 
his composure. 

His pursuit of success takes a 
toll. He has alienated his wife and 
his son, mistreated his business 
partner and sacrificed parts of his 


character in the exercise of power: 
“So often, even when I was most 
concentrated on making things 
happen according to my plan, 
when I was at the peak of my form 
...a terrible longing would come 
over me for a different life.” 

And a chance meeting with his 
first love, a woman who inspired 
purer, more poetic feelings, forces 
him to confront this potential “dif 
ferent life” once again. But as 
Mistler cautions us, these reflec- 
tions are “not purely a case of 
terminal sentimentality.” 

Begley is determined not to 
allow us the easy pleasures of feel- 
ing pity for or moral superiority 
to, Mistler; rather, he forces us to 
accept Mistler on his own terms, 
his faults a necessary part of his 
achievement. 

All this does not add up to a 
passionate or challenging work of 
fiction. Reading with sympathy, 
one can see Begley’s attitude as 
Horatian, a calm survey of life’s 
pleasures and inevitable tolls. 

Reading more skeptically one 
can wonder whether there is not a 
large dose of wish-fulfillment at 
the heart of “Mistler’s Exit”-after 
all, this hero is not only tasteful, 
rich, and powerful, but he has the 
knack of getting young women 
into bed almost without asking. 

Edith Wharton wrote about her 
privileged world with understand- 
ing but without complacency; 
Begley seems almost too fond of 
his. 

All this means that “Mistler’s 
Exit” avoids the largest rewards 
and strongest pleasures of the 
novel, choosing instead to create a 
charmed circle, in which we are 
allowed to wander. 


and his father has remarried; his 
best friend, Sydney, is about to 
marry Garfield’s ex-girlfriend, also 
named Sydney; his mentor, Noah 
John, has disappeared. 

Garfield is providing with di- 
rection by the plight of John’s 
sister, Melanie. He learns she is 
suffering from amnesia following 
a tragic accident in which her 
husband and four children were 
killed. The institution in Richmond 
where she is hospitalized is zeal- 
ously searching for her brother. 

Garfield, in John’s stead, pre- 
sents himself as nearest to 
Melanie’s next of kin, anda storm 
of passion is brewing. 

When Garfield first meets 
Melanie, “it hits him like light- 
ning.” Their attraction - or his for 
her - is the catalyst for what en- 
sues. In part altruist, in part aspir- 
ant lover, Garfield undertakes first 
to find Noah John, then to bring 
Melanie to him, in the hope of 
restoring her memory. 

As they travel across the coun- 
try, Garfield inhabits a love so 
present that he cannot entirely 
want Melanie to recover her past. 

In this novel, as in her earlier 
work, Wiggins tackles the biggest 
themes: the vicious randomness 
of “acts of God” and our attempts 
to grapple with them: the 
individual’s understanding of it- 
selfand the role of memory in that 


construction (“Memory is all we 
are and all we have ... it is either 
everything we've kept in life. Or 
everything we've lost.”); and the 
endless repetitions of history and 
tragedy, as they live on in the 
world and in southern America. 

“Almost Heaven” overflows 
with Wiggins’s musings on these 
big subjects, with heroic essayistic 
riffs attributed to Holden Garfield. 

Many are of considerable inter- 
est. However, the novel, does not 
add up to the sum ofits parts, does 
not seem to have digested and 
shaped its material into a coher- 
ent narrative. Too often it feels 
like a hastily constructed frame 
upon which these reflections have 
been draped. 

Too many questions are left 
hanging, too many coincidences 
remain unexplained. Readers will 
not learn why Noah John has 
turned fugitive nor understand 
why a trip to South Dakota seems 
advisable even to Garfield, let alone 
why it is tacitly permitted by 
Melanie’s doctor. 

Figures from Garfield’s own life, 
his parents, friends Sydney and 
Sydney (why the matching 
names?), his father’s new wife, flit 
across the pages without substance 
or apparent purpose, and none 
seems to question the strange- 
ness of Garfield’s undertaking. 

Why Garfield sees Melanie in 


the first place is never clear. When 
she asks him, he simply replies, 
“because rain was forecast.” 

This losing of the novel to the 
arbitrary and apparently unlikely 
is Wiggins’s intention. This is, as 
she makes clear, a meteorological 
narrative: “It happened more or 
less that way, the way that weather 
happens, like a ‘sudden shower’ - 
something that rapidly occurs as 
the result of a long process.” 

But in fiction, which is a me- 
ticulous ordering created to give 
the illusion of the natural, the 
“long process” before the “sudden 
shower” must manifest itself so 
the reader accepts the unlikely. 

It must manifest in such a way 
it doesn’t appear to be a manipu- 
lation. Wiggins’s aim to write a 


different sort of fiction is admi- 
rable, but does not succeed. 

Wiggins has written that “all 
of my novels are Novels of Ideas — 
I start with an idea first, then I try 
to build some characters to hang 
on them.” 

It is perhaps not surprising, 
then, that while “Almost Heaven” 
shows the fecundity and complex- 
ity of Wiggins’s intellect, it fails to 
convince on the level of character 
and plot. 

Like Noah John, the characters 


remain “underground,” glimpsed 


but never wholly realized, while 
the storm rages above them. “Al- 
most Heaven” provokes and in- 
trigues, but its urgency belongs to 
Wiggins, not to Holden Garfield 
and his beloved Melanie. 
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Fall season debuts in full offensive form 


® Cancellation may be 
the most promising 
aspect for these new TV 
shows 


By TOM SHALES 
Washington Post" 


ASHINGTON—Here’s a little pub- 
lic service we call Fair Warning. 
It’s a list of some of the draggiest 


dregs of the new fall TV season, which 
officially begins this week. 

We're not saying these are the very 
worst shows of the fall crop. With so many 
bad programs, it’s hard to make subtle 
distinctions. 

But every show on the list is a loser. 
They're not just timekillers in the usual TV 
sense, but serial timekillers. While killing 
time, they torture and bludgeon it. 

“Conrad Bloom” doesn’t — bloom, that 
is. Another of NBC’s attempts to please the 
“Friends” audience with a series about a 
single urban sap who has trouble keeping 
dates with beautiful women because he’s 
always helping his loony sister, wacky mom 
and other needy souls. 

Conrad seems the neediest of all — funny 
situations and better comedy are two needs. 

Sample dialogue from the premiere: “On 
a scale of 1 to 2, how would you rate my 
_ breasts?” asks a woman, and Conrad an- 
swers, “Six and 8.”’ (Monday nights on NBC, 


Es ese cee ee Aes Ge = Dee 

1. “The 9 Steps to Minancal eicedon by — 
Suze Orman 
2. “Dr. Atkins’ New Diet Revolution” by 
Rope C. Atkins 

3. “Rainbow Six” by Tom. Clancy 

4. “Special Delivery” by Danielle Steel ( 
5. “Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood” 
by Rebecca Wells 
6. “Cold Mountain” by Charles Frazier 
7. “The Deception” by Catherine Coulter 
8. “Amber Beach” by Elizabeth Lowell 
9. “And Then You Die” by Iris Johansen 
10. “Sugar Busters!” by Steward, Bethea, 
Andrews, Balart 
11. “The Notebook” by Nicholas Sparks 
12. “Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff... and It’s 
All Small Stuff” by Richard Carlson 
13. “Tuesdays With Morrie” by Mitch Albom 
14. “Tell Me Your Dreams” by Sidney Sheldon 
15. “Protein Power” by Michael R. Eades and 
Mary Dan Eades 
16. “The Loop” by Nicholas Evans 
17. “The Day Diana Died” by Christopher 
Andersen 
18. “One True Thing” by Anna Quindlen 
19. “The Cobra Event” by Richard Preston 
20. “Come the Spring” by Julie Garwood 


— Source: USA Today 


1. Who directed “Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind”? 
2. What state is across the lake from Mil- 


waukee? 

3. What was the longest war in U.S. history? 
4. What is the capital of Nevada? 

5. What female suspect in the game of 
“Clue” is single? 

6. What’s the dumbest domesticated ani- 
mal? 

7. How many U.S. states border Mexico? 

8. Who was Playboy’s first centerfold model? 
9. Where did Lil’ Abner live? 

10. What were the names of Columbus’ 
three ships? 


Answers in next issue! 


premiering Sept. 21) 

“The Secret Lives of Men.” Jokes about 
cancer, defecation and death litter the pilot 
for this snide and unpleasant series suppos- 
edly about the male psyche as personified 
in a group of dreary friends. 

Though it marks a return to TV for 
producer-writer Susan Harris, creator of 
“Soap,” the comedy is forced and its at- 
tempts to shock seem lame. (Wednesday 
nights on ABC, premiering Sept. 30) 

“Brother’s Keeper” shows us what hap- 
pens when a highly paid professional foot- 
ball star with a penchant for misbehavior is 
sentenced to live with his single-parent 
brother and the brother’s cute little boy, 
Oscar. 

And what happens? A lot of belabored 
chicanery as the football player tries to 
continue his playboy lifestyle and the other 
brother scolds him. The football player ridi- 
cules Oscar for being a conscientious stu- 
dent, and Oscar finds it “cool” when his dad 
gets into a bar fight. (Friday nights on ABC, 
as of Sept. 25) 

“King of Queens” represents yet another 
attempt by CBS to create a lovable blue- 
collar character in the tradition of Ralph 
Kramden or Roseanne. 

This time it’s a tubby henpecked oaf 
whose goal in life is to have a den with a 70- 
inch TV. That’s thwarted when his widowed 
father, played by “Seinfeld’s” hilarious Jerry 
Stiller, moves in. 

Stiller’s explosive tirades are similar to 
those on “Seinfeld” but not as funny. His 
coarse and cranky presence is not enough 


to redeem the dreadful show. Especially 
since he has dialogue like this: “Seventy- 
five years old, and I still wake up with my 
little guy salutin’.”” Oh please — at ease. 
(CBS, Monday nights, premiering Sept. 21) 

“Fantasy Island.” Here’s a great reason 
to stay on the mainland. The old Aaron 
Spelling series from the ’70s has been re- 
done, this time without Aaron Spelling, but 
with a ton of pretentious hooey. 

It’s a ridiculous special-effects display in 
which visitors to Fantasy Island learn or 
relearn the eternal cliche, “Be careful what 
you wish for.” 

Viewers who are careful what they watch 
for will avoid “Fantasy Island” diligently. 
It’s escapism from which you can’t wait to 
escape. (ABC, Saturday nights, as of Sept. 26) 

“Buddy Faro” is the name of a celebrated 
and inebriated private eye who vanished 
from Los Angeles 20 years ago and, in the 
premiere, is found by a young detective 
who wants to be his partner. 

Buddy, played obnoxiously by Dennis 
Farina, is stuck in another time and still 
says things such as, when looking around a 
wealthy woman’s home, “This is a chick’s 
pad?” 

The show is stylish — in terms of how it’s 
edited and photographed — but soulless. 
(CBS, Friday nights, as of Sept. 25) 

Please remember, these may not be ab- 
solutely the worst shows. And there are a 
few promising newcomers. Obviously, 
though, TV’s renaissance has been B put off 
for at least another year., 

(c) 1998, Washington Post Writers Group 


he Top Notch Players, NECC’s the- 
ater group, will be holding audi- - 
tions for Richard Nelson’s “New En- 


gland.” 


They are looking for three men 
and four women for parts in this 
production. No experience is neces- 
sary. Scripts and information can be 
obtained by contacting Jim Murphy 
in Spurk-317B or call 556-3374. 

Audition times are: Sept. 20 at 
6:30 p.m. and Sept. 21 at 12 to 1 p.m. 
Auditions are held in the Top Notch 
Theatre (3rd floor Spurk Building). 

Top Notch is also seeking people 
to work on set construction, paint- 
ing, props, costumes, stage manage- 
ment, lighting and sound. Again, ex- 
perience is not needed but welcomed. 


ACROSS. 


1 Complete debacle 
7 Dole organization 

15 “Holy crow!” 

20 Colt of fame 

21 “Rosemary's 
Baby” author 

22 Fresh 

23 Country 
music by 
Harry Belafonte? 

25 Scacchi of 
“Presumed 
Innocent” 

26 Mar ending 

27 Put together 

28 Wit Sahl 

29 “Grumpy —” 
(1993 flick) 

30 Poet Lear 

32 Pole or Serb 

34 Make believe 

35 Us on the Unter 
den Linden 

36 Happy loser 

38 Stimpy’s bud 

39 1-95, e.g. 

40 Bishops’ game 

43 Country 
music by 
the Beach Boys? 

45 Hung on a line 

47 They're charged 


59 


ital ats 


48 Checks out 
49 Pig's digs 77 “You can say 
50 Herring kin that again!” 
51 Franklin's '36 foe 79 Had a bite 
52 Outscored 80 Desert denizen 
54 Monogram of 83 Something 
Prufrock's maker to build on 
55 Have a bill 84 Braid 
56 Cereal box stat. 85 Country 
57 Circle segment music by 
58 “The — Queene”: David Bowie? 
Spenser 87 Couldn't stand 
61 Birdbrain 88 Clay, today 
65 Country music 89 Hotfoot it 
by Madonna? 91 Brewer of song 
69 Kind of valve 92 — Lingus 
70 Up and at 'em 93 Most tenants 
71 Toupee 95 Troubles 
72 C&W TV 96 Not at the beach 
73 Josh 99 Author Huxley 
74 “—man 100 “Hey!” 
answers...” 
75 CEOs and such 
76 Solo among 
the stars 


102 Flunk out 4 RR terminal 17 Rosary petition 
103 First follower 5 Alligator kin 18 Did a private 
105 Aaron and 6 Hollywood eye's job 
Raymond handouts 19 Askew 
106 Country 7 Extra plentiful 24 Dosums 
music by 8 Period 29 Miss front 
George Strait? S Women's 31 Wimpy nerd 
110 Storytellers patriotic org. 32 Some 
111 Don Juan, for one 10 Flowering climber addressees 
112 Like1,3and5 11 Mended, 33 Took a powder 
113 Hot to trot in a way 34 Intercede 
114 Fully aware 12 Finito 36 Shared song 
115 Some spring 13 Mississippi bank 37 Kind of dressing 
feasts deposit 40 Poet-critic 
14 NBC weekend (1916-1986) 
comedy 41 Hang in there 
15 Country 42 — terrible 
1 Honshu volcano music by (hellion) 
2 Pointless Roger Miller? 43 Washington 


3 Set one's sights 


16 Motown's Berry 


See answers, page 17 


singer Lattisaw 


Take the tiller 
Scarlett admirer 
Country 

music by 

the Beatles? 
Flubbed it 
Leaf shedder 
Ahead of the 
game 

Lose a right 
Diva's 

big moment 
Bad in Germany 
Hip 

Hereditary 
Caught 

some rays 
Sulu of 

“Star Trek” 
Hope and 
charity partner 
interrogate 
Miles of film 
“Praise the Lord!” 
Cruising place 
King toppers 
Vitamin A 
source 

“The African 
Queen” 
screenwriter 
Hit alternative 
Franklin's 
mother 
Teaching story 
Dan Rather, 
for one 

Greek 
Withholding 
agcy. 

I will 

Head Yankee 
“At Seventeen” 
singer 

Easily duped 
Carrot cutter, 
perhaps 

Noisy sitting 
sound 
Identical 
Taurus, 

for example 
Mafia bosses 
Rapper pal 
Like some 
winter roads 
Kicking tool 
Signed 
illiterately 
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TV pilots: viewer 
discretion advised 


® Ignorance 
of new fall 
shows could 
be bliss 


ith the dog days of summer behind us, we must 
W «« turn our attention to September. It is a time 

when we trade barbecues for textbooks, bathing 
suits for cable knit sweaters, the Red Sox for the Patriots, 
and corn on the cob for frozen niblets. 

It is a bittersweet time but a person could plod through 
it given the comforts of a Lazy Boy chair and the promise 
of season premieres of favorite TV shows. 

This September offers me no such gentle assurances. 
I’m actually suffering some anxiety at the prospect of 
facing a season of television without “Seinfeld.” Can I 
handle life without the Soup Nazi? Pll have to look else- 
where to debate sponge-worthiness, and I guess I'll have to 
wing it with my own “Festivus.” 

What is causing me the most anxiety is having nothing 
to talk about, nothing interesting to watch now that the 
show about “nothing” has ended its run. 

Thank God there is still “Frasier” “Ally McBeal” and “The 
Drew Carey Show” to amuse me. In addition, “The Simpsons” 
will forever be something to cherish. 

I am afraid of freshman shows, about things untried, 
unproven. I also fear the copycat syndrome. How many 
shows about doctors can I tolerate? How much smut do we 
need on nighttime television? Aaron Spelling can probably 
answer that. 

I can’t rule out the possibility that there might be a hit 
out there somewhere in the morass of new shows, but it 
could be painful wading through all the crap the networks 
bombard you with. 

And there has been crap over the years. Remember the 
“Jeff Foxworthy Show” and “Brotherly Love?” How about 
“Men Behaving Badly,” “Townies,” or anything starring 
Tony Danza? 

Given some of the shows the networks fling out at their 
audiences, it makes you wonder who is thinking up and 
writing these shows. In keeping with their artistic vision 
and work quality, I have a few ideas to suggest to replace 
departing favorites or any of the tired series still kicking 
around. 

For a hot new pilot, how about something a little blood- 
thirsty and bold. “Babes Gone Beserk” would feature steel 
cage matches between P.M.S.ing women who, before the 
show, are given an elixir made up of one part viagra, the 
other part something rabid. In these matches there is no 
shot too cheap and band-aids are optional. 

Early show line ups would include The Spice Girls vs. 
Charlie’s Angels, Rupaul vs. Kathie Lee Gifford, Demi Moore 
vs. Molly Ringwald, Xena vs. Kathie Lee Gifford, and Every- 
one vs. Kathie Lee Gifford. 

With the impending departures of George Clooney and 
Jimmy Smits from two of the top rated dramas, the 
networks will need to scramble to come up with something 
to keep audiences from channel surfing. 

My proposal is “Nuns with Guns,” a gritty drama 
starring Pamela Anderson Lee as Sister Suzie Biggins, who, 
along with the benign guidance of Florence Henderson’s 
mother superior, declares war on the money squeezing 
thugs who are putting cosmetic surgeons in L.A. out of 
business. 

Lee's character would kick butt with an arsenal of three: 
a 45 Magnum, rosary beads and a healthy amount of 
silicone. Talk about your divine trinities. Between Hail 
Mary’s and bullets, she wipes crime right off the streets. 

No season is complete without a gripping made for TV 
movie. No problem. Fresh from the front pages, the net- 
works could offer, “The Oral Office” the racy, true story 
about the affair between Monica Lewinsky and President 
Clinton. Of course, this flick would have to be adapted from 
the tell all book “Beleaguered Presidency: Clinton’s Last 
Licks.” 

When all is said and done, there is refuge in the rerun. 
Al Bundy, Archie Bunker, Mary Tyler Moore, and the entire 
cast of “Cheers” will live on forever because of syndication. 

When every show on the tube is beginning to look just 
like “Friends,” or the network throws Tony Danza at you 
again, the classics have been preserved to give us the laughs 
we want and the quality we deserve. 

My last proposal is: If the shows being offered by the 
networks aren’t tickling your fancy, and you're tired of 
seeing reruns of reruns, power down and go out for a pizza. 
At least pepperoni only repeats on you once. 
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@ Two up and coming artists show 
themselves in top form on latest 


releases 


By BETH WHITE 
Arts Editor 


runners as up and coming stars on the music scene 

who show promise of not being two more bodies to 
add to the “one hit wonder” pile like many other female 
artists who have bombarded the airwaves recently. 

“Car Wheels On A Gravel Road” (Mercury Records), 
Williams’ latest CD, is a fine offering of earthy ballads and 
energetic blues numbers. She wrote and co-wrote many of 
the songs, as well as co-produced. 

Her break out hit “Can’t Let Go” is reminiscent of a 
young Bonnie Raitt, with sizzling steel guitar work and a 
driving beat which dares you to remain still while listening 
to it. She continues with the blues theme in the songs “Joy” 
and “Still I Long For Your Kiss.” 

She doesn’t have Raitt’s sophistication yet, but it should 
come in time. Already Williams has the blues down to the 
point where cockroaches need to be wary of foot stomping 
listeners. 

On the ballads “Jackson,” “Lake Charles,” and “Drunken 
Angel,” Williams invokes the spirit of Janis Joplin’s “Bobby 
McGee.” The down home earthy flavor to the music and 
lyrics brings to mind a smoky roadhouse somewhere in 
interior Louisiana where blue jeans and Budweiser from 
the bottle is mandatory. 

On the other hand, Alana Davis is hard to compare with 
anyone. She has a distinct voice. There is no mistaking her 
vocals for one of the generic voices crowding the airwaves 
today. When you hear her, you knowit’s her. Her sultry and 
soft voice does not lack power in any way. 

The CD “Blame It On Me,” (Elektra) showcases Davis’ 
talent as songwriter and musician with such tracks as 
“Lullaby,” “Love and Pride,” and the hit “Crazy.” She even 
takes an Ani DiFranco song “32 Flavors” and performs the 
hit in sucha way that it sounds like it should have been hers 
from the beginning. 

Unlike Lucinda Williams who appeals to the blues and 
folk listener, Davis does not lean towards any specific genre 
and could easily fit in both mainstream and alternative 
venues. She also does a great job of not clumping together 
too many bleeding heart ballads or overwhelming the 
listener with perkiness. 


L== Williams and Alana Davis emerge as front 
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2 new 


~ 


is > ~{ Art courtesy of 
Elektra & Mercury 
\ ie Records 
=-., Lucinda Williams, 
=e above, on her lat- 
est release, “Car 
Ca 


Wheels on a Gravel 
Road” and cover 
art for Alana 
Davis’ “Blame it on 
Me” CD. 


Both CDs are worth buying. In this day and age where 
we are subjected to floods and not trickles, Lucinda Will- 
iams and Alana Davis are riding high on the cresting wave. 
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| HAVE A THEORY 
MBOUT Your 

QUESTIONING MY 
FEES LATELY... 


(T'S PROBABLY 
THE RECULT OF A 
REPRESSED MEMORY 
THAT MAKES You 
FEEL LIKE You'RE 
NOT WORTHY oF 

THE EXPENCE... 


VIEY 0.2 


| KNOW MOMMY 
SAYS THAT 
HONESTY I6 THE 
BEST POLICY, 
BUT MOMMY 


YOUR TAX DOLLARS 
AT WORK 


Web Site: www. wileytoons.com 


©1998 Wiley Miller / dist. by The Washington Post Writers Group 


E-mail; wiley@wileytoone.com 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
Your intentions and 
thoughts are focused on your 
relationships, whether roman- 

|, tic, business-related or mar- 
riage. Any partnership desires 
you presently have will flour- 
ish and remain stable for 
quite some time. Any new 
business opportunity will 


<TAURUS: (April 21 - 
j; A new love, or 

perhaps an ongo- 
ing relationship 

will finally 

turn in the di- 
rection you want. The need to be part of a couple is strong 
right now. You would be wise to tone down any urges to 
overdo or overindulge. Be cautious concerning transporta- 
tion and travel. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

You find it easy to attract or pursue romance this week. 
But avoid any showdowns with loved ones, you can’t expect 
to have everything go exactly the way you would like it to. 
All money making activities are successful and you should 
see an increase in your earnings. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

The assertive and dynamic qualities of your personality 
will shine this week, along with any romantic notions. It is 
a volatile time for you with emotions running in every 
direction, so proceed with extra caution. Job advancement 
is almost certain. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

Abit of upbeat financial news will keep you going strong 
for at least the rest ofthe year. Behind the scenes influences 
may be able to ease your way up the success ladder. There 
seems to be a certain amount of stress and strain in an 
important relationship. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 


A fairly conservative type of investment will prove 
worth it’s while this week. Don’t take too much for granted, 
even though your social life is an absolute whirlwind. Your 
approach to work and achievement is effort, attention to 
detail, patience and good luck. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

It is a time for opportunity and expansion. Remember 
good fortune is not going to come knocking at your door, 
you have to make yourself accessible, and be aware of the 
potential all around you. Don’t overdo, overindulge or 
overspend. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

You are due for a good time this week, so enjoy what you 
deserve. Your love life is moving along nicely at this time, 
don’t let your active imagination ruin it for you. A nice 
financial bonanza is possible. There seems to be an influ- 
ential person helping you out behind the scenes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

Finding yourself in a social whirlwind will make you 
available for any possible romantic interests. Try to avoid 
immediate intanglement with a romantic prospect. Your 
health prospects are excellent. Take extra precautions 
when traveling or in transportation. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

It’s a lively week for your social agenda and you will have 
a fair share of the popularity. Challenges may occur in a 
business relationship, so be prepared to cope diplomati- 
cally. Don’t be too quick to act on rumors or too slow to get 
a move on when needed. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

You have a lot of positive energy which can be put to 
good use in building up your physical resources or work- 
related activities. Be especially careful to avoid accidents 
whether at home or in the workplace. Be cautious of 
romantic involvements with strangers. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

There seems to be a few minor hazards connected with 
a much too rambunctious social agenda. It may be time to 
redo your looks in some way. Avoid clashing with your 
mate or partner, your temper may cloud a relatively simple 
issue. 


Sept. 23 

College life and services fair: Student organizations, 
clubs, college departments and services will have informa- 
tion about opportunities available for students. Win prizes, 
enjoy food and music and have fun. 

Student senate meeting: student center theater, 3 to 5 
p.m. Students interested in participating in the student 
senate must attend this meeting. 

Sept. 25 

Student senate and trustee nomination forms due: 

student activities department, 4 pm. 
Sept. 28 

Student Senate Elections: Lawrence Atrium, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., 5 to 7 p.m. Spurk Building 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 5 to 7 
p.m. 

Equology program: Lecture Hall A (tentative), 10 to 2 
p.m. An interactive program provides information about 
dating violence and date rape. 

Sept. 29 

Student Senate Elections: Lawrence Atrium, 10 am. to 2 

p.m. and Spurk Building, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
October 

International Music Series: Lawrence atrium, 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Hear the sounds, taste the food and experi- 
ence the culture of different regions across the globe. 

Oct. 5 
College life and services fair: Lawrence, 11 a.m.to1 p.m. 


1. “NFL Monday Night Football,” ABC, 14.8 million homes. 
2. “Emmy Awards,” NBC, 13.5 million homes 

3. “MLB on Fox Special: Chicago Cubs vs. St. Louis,” Fox, 12.8 
million homes 

4. “PrimeTime Live,” ABC, 10.9 million homes 

5. “NFL Monday Night Showcase,” ABC, 10.8 million homes. 
6. “60 Minutes,” CBS, 10.2 million homes 

7. “Dateline NBC-Monday,” NBC, 9.8 million homes 

8. “NFL Monday Night Blast,” ABC, 9.3 million homes 

8. “20/20,” ABC, 9.3 million homes 

10.“CBS Sunday Movie: Goodfellas,” CBS, 9.1 million homes. 


. Aerosmith: “I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing.” 
. Monica: “The First Night.” 

. Jennifer Paige: “Crush.” 

. Usher: “My Way.” 

. Brandy & Monica: “The Boy Is Mine.” 

. Inoj: “Time After Time” 

. Edwin McCain: “I'll Be.” 

. Tatyana Ali: “Daydreamin’” 

. Next: “Too Close.” 

10. Shania Twain: “You're Still The One.” 


WOONDUAWNH 


Rentals 
1. “Titanic,” Paramount Home Video. 
2. “The Wedding Singer,” New Line Home Video. 
3. “Jackie Brown,” Miramax Home Entertainment. 
4. “Good Will Hunting,” Miramax Home Entertainment. 
5. “U.S. Marshals,” Warner Home Video. 
6. “The Big Lebowski,” PolyGram Video. 
7. “Wag The Dog,” New Line Home Video. 
8. “The Man In The Iron Mask,” MGM/UA Home Video. 
9. “The Apostle,” Universal Studios. 
10. “Great Expectations,” FoxVideo. 
Sales 
. “Titanic,” Paramount Home Video. 
. “Austin Powers,” New Line Home Video. 
. “Spawn 2,” HBO Home Video. 
. “Pocahontas II: Journey To A New World,” Walt Disney 
Home Video. 
5. “Jerry Springer-Too Hot for TV!,” Real Entertainment. 
6. “Playboy’s Playmates Revisited,” Playboy Home Video. 
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Volleyball team looks 
to improve this fall 


@ Coach Macavoy 
looking to returning 
players as team 
leaders 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


Sue Macavoy hopes to help the 

team improve on last year’s 
500 record. 

Macavoy returns two players 
from last year’s squad that went 7- 
7, Cynthia Rosario and Michelle 
Costanzo. 

Macavoy will look to these two 
players to teach and help the newer 
players what will be expected of 
them during the season. 

The foundation for this year’s 
squad will consist of Rosario, Nora 
Lombard and Vivian Lupoli. 

“Those three are probably my 
top three players at the moment,” 
Macavoy said. 

These three players will be 
looked upon to lead the team 
through a tough schedule full of 


I n her second year as head coach 


division one teams. 

“Every team on our schedule is 
a division one school; we are the 
only division three school,” she 
said. 

Mitchell College, Naval Prep and 
Dean Junior College promise to be 
three of the tougher teams the 
Knights will face this season. 

NECC will also play a non-con- 
ference game against Harvard 
University’s junior varsity team. 

Macavoy’s short term goalas of 
now is to get the newer players 
experience and the team working 
as a whole. 

Many ofthe current squad have 
little or no experience playing or- 
ganized volleyball. 

Macavoy said that is the team’s 
biggest weakness. 

While NECC has only a little 
over a week of practice time be- 
fore their first match, many of 
their opponents have already 
played two or three. 

Macavoy is hoping to offset the 
lack of experience with an overall 
positive attitude from the whole 
team. 

“The new people are really will- 
ing to do what it takes to play hard 
and increase their ability,” she 


said. 

“T will try to be a positive role 
model for the newer players,” 
Rosario added. “We just have to 
work as hard as we can and en- 
courage teamwork.” 

“We just have to do the best we 
can, have fun and work on our 
skills,” Lupoli said. 

Like many other coaches here 
at NECC, Macavoy’s biggest prob- 
lem has been the lack of players 
and the time it is taking for some 
students to decide whether they 
will be competing or not. 

Despite the smaller size of the 
team, Macavoy said this year’s 
team will be even more competi- 
tive than last year’s. 

“T think that the way things are 
coming together we will better 
last year’s record,” she said. “I 
don’t know if we will be one of the 
top teams, but we will definitely 
be competitive.” 

Lupoli echoed her coach’s sen- 
timents. 

“We will definitely be one of 
the more competitive teams this 
season,” she said. 

Macavoy said what she can take 
from last year and apply to this 
year’s team is an understanding 


Todd Hart photo 


WARMING UP: Erica Colcagno prepares for NECC’s first match 
against CCRI. NECC won 15-3, 15-4, 15-13. 


of what it takes to be a student/ 
athlete. 

“Last year it was hard to adjust 
to the schedule as a part-time 


employee, while my players are 
full-time students and work full 
time,” she said. “I now know what: 
to expect from them.” 


Paying college athletes not a good idea 


@ Bowl system is 
outdated as well; 
tournament may be 
the right answer 


ell, it is time for a new 
college football season 
and before too long we 


will find ourselves plagued by the 
same two questions we hear every 
season. 

One, should college football’s 
national champion be determined 
by tournament or by the current 
bowl system? 

Two, should college athletes be 
paid for playing? 

As far as the national champi- 
onship issue goes, there should be 
some type of tournament devised 
to decide which team is best. 

Right now that is not what is 
happening. 

National championships in col- 
lege football are being decided 
less on the field and more by over- 
paid, under talented and so-called 
“know-it-all” sports writers, some 
who would not know the differ- 
ence between an athletic cup and 
a Dixie® cup. 

My idea is to devise a tourna- 
ment much like that of college 
basketball’s and let the champi- 
ons from each conference duke it 
out. 

The current system’s flaws were 


no more evident than in last sea- 
son when both Nebraska and 
Michigan were forced to split the 
title because retiring Nebraska 
coach Tom Osborne’s colleagues 
decided he should go out with a 
national championship and voted 
against Michigan. 

Which was the better team? I, 
along with many, many other 
people, believe it was Michigan. 

But that debate will never be 
solved because the final decision 
was made off the field. 

As for college athletes getting 
paid to play. Definitely not. 

One reason is that many are 
already getting some form of com- 
pensation for using their skills on 
the gridiron in the form of schol- 
arships. 

If you are going to pay any 
college athlete to play, give it to 
the walk-on player who is prob- 
ably working two or three jobs 
with a full course load and is just 
making enough to pay for school. 

Use the money in the form of 
financial aid to help ease the load 
a bit. 

Another reason is because 
many of these big time college 
athletes can hardly take care of 
the responsibilities they have now. 

Every time I pick up the news- 
paper I read about one athlete 
being ineligible or having some 
kind of trouble with the law. 

One example is Ohio State’s 
top defensive player, Andy 
Katzenmoyer. 

He almost missed being eli- 
gible for this season because he 
was in danger of flunking such 
challenging courses as intro. to 
sitting, upright walking 101 and 
basic human speech over the sum- 
mer. 

’ How many stories have ap- 
peared in the press about this 


player being arrested for buying: 


drugs or another player getting 
drunk and beating up his girl- 
friend or just some girl that hap- 
pened to be nearby at the time. 


UPS - 


By handing these athletes 
money they would be making it 
easier for them to support their 
habit. 


Now Hiring for 
Part-time Jobs, 
$10.50 to $11.75* 
per hour to start! 


UPS offers excellent permanent part-time employment with 
full-time benefits. Several shifts are available: 
Day Sort: 12:30 — 5:30 p.m. 


Twi Sort: 6:00 — 11:00 p.m. 
Mid Sort: 11:00 — 4:00 a.m. 


Preload: 3:30 -— 8:30 a.m. 


Which brings us to one more 
important question. Will I watch 
college football this season? Of 
course I will, but I won’t enjoy it. 


UPS also offers low cost transportation to and from work. 
For more information, please see your UPS recruiter 


from 1 to 4 p.m.at: 


* Includes applied incentive @ 20 hours 


Or call (978) 441 -3400 


UPS is an equal opportunity employer 
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Experienced coach looks to 
Jump start cross country team 


© Caputo hopes to build 
strong program as model 
for other colleges 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 

fit wasn’t fora bad stroke of luck for her 
[== school track coach, Dawn Caputo 

may not be where she is today. 

In her sophomore year Caputo’s coach 
came down with a serious case of pneumo- 
nia. 

Faced with the prospect of having no 
coach Caputo took things into her own 
hands and coached the team herself. 

“T talked to the men’s coach and made 
up the workouts myself,” she said. “I knew 
I could do better than what we had at the 
time.” 

Caputo believes that because of these 
particular experiences she can teach stu- 
dents and help them understand what she 
did not know at their age. 

“That experience gave me direction in 
life,” Caputo said. 

After high school Caputo attended The 
Kings College. 

She later finished her first master’s de- 
gree at NYU in sports and fitness manage- 
ment. She also completed her second 
master’s at U Mass Lowell in administra- 
tion, planning and policy. 

She competed actively in the sport of 
running for 12 years competing at the high 
school and post high school level in road 
races. 

“I really stopped competing when I made 
the decision it was more fun to coach 
others,” she said. 

Her official coaching experience began 
at Ossining High School in New York from 
1979 to 1983 also running an in-school 


Coach holds passion 


@ Former professional 
player will use experience 
to teach players 


By TODD HART 
Sports Editor 


passion for the game is what led 
A women’s head soccer coach 

bubakar Sadaan to first become 
interested in coaching. 

He wanted to always be involved in the 
sport in some capacity after his profes- 
sional playing days were over. 

“Talways liked to teach youngsters about 
the game,” he said. “I could watch them 
develop a passion for the game.” 

For as long as he can remember Sadaan 
has been playing soccer, whether it be as a 
child or in the professional ranks in Egypt. 

Sadaan attended Alexandria University 
in Egypt where he majored in history and 
language. 

After graduating he began to play pro- 
fessionally for a team called Enile in the 
Premier League, the highest professional 
division. 

Sadaan’s first coaching experience came 
at the conclusion of his playing days. 

He was chosen to coach an under-17 
team in his native Sudan, Africa. 

“I really learned a lot about coaching in 
the two years I coached that team,” Sadaan 
said. 

In 1987, Sadaan made the move to the 
United States and ended up first in New 


suspension program as a tutor. 

“T realized I wasn’t making a career out 
of what I was doing so I decided to go back 
to school,” she said. 

She took four years off from coaching to 
complete her education before receiving a 
call from Methuen High School, where she 
served as assistant track coach from 1990- 
19915 

In the fall of 1991 she was hired as coach 
at Governor Dummer where she served in 
that capacity until 1993 before moving to 
her current position as head Indoor and 
Outdoor track coach at Haverhill High 
School. 

In 1998 Caputo was named Track coach 
of the year by the Boston Globe. That year 
she helped the Haverhill High boy’s track 
team go undefeated and win its first state 
championship since 1955. 

Caputo believed that by the Globe recog- 
nizing her in that capacity they were really 
recognizing the entire team. 

“Twas avery small part of that,” she said. 
“Tt was really representative of our team’s 
success.” 

Caputo is hoping to establish a cross 


‘country program at NECC that will be a 


benchmark for other community colleges. 

“I really want to send the message to 
other colleges that this is a viable sport,” 
she said. 

She would also like this program to have 
a consistent turnout for student athletes 
who may use it as a stepping stone to the 
next level. 

“Whether there is consistent interest 
only time will tell,” Caputo said. 

According to Caputo many people dis- 
couraged her from taking the job at NECC 
telling her that it is a tough place to coach. 

But Caputo has a different more positive 
view of the college, as an affordable place to 
get a college education and for some stu- 
dents to give them a second chance. 

Caputo said one of the biggest problems 
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ABUBAKAR SADAAN: Soccer coach has 
small, but competitive team this year. 


York for a month before eventually landing 
in the Boston Area. 

Sadaan immediately became involved in 
the local soccer scene in Somerville volun- 
teering as coach and referee as much as 
possible. 

At that time he was introduced to the 
head coach at Harvard University who was 
offering a coaching course, one of many 
that Sadaan would eventually attend to get 
certification. 

“He allowed me to volunteer with the 
team at Harvard which gave me experience 
ontop ofthe many courses that are needed,” 
he said. 

Sadaan believes that as a former profes- 
sional player he may have some additional 
insight into the sport that he can pass on to 
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DAWN CAPUTO: New cross country 
coach has been busy getting her team 
ready for the upcoming season. 


she has faced so far at NECC has been the 
lack of time she had to get ready for the 
season. 

“I did not want to make a move until it 
became official that there was going to bea 
team,” she said. “I am really very happy to 
have the people I have now.” 

She also believes the stigma attached to 
students attending NECC prevents some 
students athletes from coming here and 
instead they will pay five times as much to 
go to a place like Dean Junior College. 

“There is somewhat of a negative view of 
community colleges in general amongst 
students,” she said. “The stigma needs to be 
broken.” 

Caputo stresses that any runner at any 
level is welcome to join the team and no 
experience is necessary. 

“This program will leave enough of a 
taste to a student athlete without the big 
commitment that other programs have.” 


for game 


his players that maybe another coach can- 
not. 

His passion for the game and playing the 
sport itself are two definite advantages he 
has while teaching his players to compete 
in the game. 

“Playing, especially at a higher level, 
gives some insight into the preparation for 
each game and the techniques of the game 
as well,” he said. 

His main goal at the present time is to 
build a solid program at NECC that will 
attract youngsters and high school kids of 
all skill levels. 

“You do not have to be an excellent 
player to play here,” he said. “What is more 
important is your passion and interest once 
you do join.” 

Although he is new to the college and is 
still in the process of getting acclimated to 
the surroundings he said he has already felt 
a strong bond at the college. 

“I really felt the connection right away 
and felt like I was part of a team,” he said. 

Although he knows it will take lots of 
time and work, he said he felt right away 
that he could build a program at NECC. 

One of the biggest problems he has faced 
so far has been the lack of players. 

With a need to field a team with at least 
eleven players plus substitutes Sadaan has 
found himself with only eight players so 
far. 

That should change by next week though 
as he has had some interest from more 
students about joining the team. 

“To be a successful program we need 
more players,” he said. 
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Look at big picture 


@ Up and down Red Sox 
season just one part of 
baseball’s resurgence 


ik rattle you've been hearing around 
New England the last couple of weeks 
is the chattering teeth of Red Sox fans 
witnessing the latest crises of the Olde 
Towne Team, stumbling their way to an- 
other September collapse. 

Their lead in the Eastern division wild- 
card race, a seemingly safe 9 games a few 
short weeks ago, has nose-dived to just 3 1/ 
2 games. 

From Bar Harbor to Newport, sales of 
pacifiers have skyrocketed, while hardware 
stores are requiring a signed affidavit that 
you are not now, and have never been, a Red 
Sox fan before they will sell you so much as 
a length of clothesline. 

Sharp implements are being removed 
from kitchens prior to game time, and 
additional security guards are being posted 
on the Tobin Bridge. 

The collective angst of Red Sox fans is 
unmatched in sports. Perhaps it is our 
Puritan founders who imbued this sense of 
foreboding, the surety that no good deed 
will go unpunished. 

We're all looking for this year’s Bucky 
(Bleeping) Dent, or Bill (Crazy Legs) Buckner 
as the latest whipping boy. 

Everything that went so well all summer 
seems to be failing as fast as aJack Kevorkian 
life-support system. Even Pedro Martinez 
has been unable to stop the bleeding. 

This weekend's three straight losses to 
the underachieving White Sox punctuated 
a dismal month of baseball for Red Sox 
Nation. 

Some advice to agitated fans: Drop your 
parochial interests and enjoy what remains 
of the best summer of baseball in years. 

The game that has so often managed to 
shoot itselfin the foot has ridden the mighty 
bats of Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire to 
resurgent popularity. 

For over a week, their pursuit of Roger 
Maris even managed to crowd the sordid 
White House mess off the front page of 
newspapers across the country. 

Cal Ripken sat down for the first time in 
2,633 games. 

And, this one is hard for Red Sox fans to 
deal with, but the hated New York Yankees, 
threatening to break the all-time record for 
wins in a season, are impossible to hate. 

There isn’t a guy or that team you 
wouldn’t like to invite over for a beer and a 
burger. 

Hey, one of their starting pitchers even 
escaped from Cuba on a raft this summer. 

Orlando Hernandez never pitched in a 
major league game before the Yankees 


signed him. But his 10-4 record includes his 


first shutout against, of course, the Red Sox. 

How can you root against a guy who 
paddled his way here on a raft, picked up a 
baseball, and started throwing strikes? 

Folks we may not see a season as won- 
drously satisfying as this one has been for 
many years. Soak up the last glorious days 
as we approach the World Series. 

Too soon baseball will join picnic bas- 
kets and beach blankets in your memory 
bank. 

So what if the Sox take the late-season 
collar (again!), you’re a fan of the game. 

Join me in congratulating the Sox for a 
job well done. 

Win or lose, they have been far better 
than anyone thought they would be. 

Time to go - Red Sox vs. Tampa Bay in 
fifteen minutes, and my wife won't turn on 
the TV until I'm securely laced into my strait 
jacket. 
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Gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgengere 


® College reaches out to students with alternative lifestyles 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 


Contributing Editor 


gathering of gay/lesbian/bisexual/ 
transgendered students and their 
friends is being planned through 
NECC’s counseling center. The informal 
program is a continuing part of former 
Governor William Weld’s commission on 
youth safe colleges. 

Retired software engineer Frank Hill will 
represent the commission at NECC as facili- 
tator. He hopes it will develop into a regular 
vehicle for individuals, gay or straight, who 
are interested in discussions about alterna- 
tive lifestyles. 

Hill and Elizabeth Coyne, assistant dean 
for specialized student services, are trying 
to create an open, comfortable environ- 
ment. They want members of the college 
community to deal with their private con- 
cerns and feelings and share with others 
without any concern for lack of confidenti- 
ality or unwarranted criticism. 

“We want to validate people and respect 
individuals who are_ gay/lesbian/ 
transgendered,” said Coyne. “We want them 
to feel welcome and safe on our campus.” 

Coyne is delighted with the $2,000 grant 
the center recently received. 

Sidney Pietzsch, a counselor at the cen- 
ter, wrote the grant which was used to 
bring in two speakers this past spring and 
to purchase $1,000 worth of books on alter- 
native lifestyle issues. The books have been 
duplicated and are available at both NECC 
campuses. 

Coyne said Hill will be at the counseling 
center on Tuesdays, but will make himself 
available other times when needed. 

Hill is in the process of arranging infor- 
mation meetings with several faculty mem- 
bers who are supportive of the gay/lesbian 
groups who expressed interest in working 
with them. 

He also plans to be a speaker at sociology 
and other college classes. 

Hill said small group sessions have re- 
cently been held on campus in a less obvi- 
ous climate, but he said persons need not 
attend a meeting in order to seek help or to 
discuss concerns. Individuals in need of 
private conversation are welcome. 

“It doesn’t need to be visible,” he said. 

Hill hopes the flyers with the triangular 
gay/lesbian logo entitled, Conversations 
About Real Life Concerns, will attract indi- 
viduals interested in discussing the needs 
of this group. 

Interested parties can stop by the coun- 
seling center, in room F-111 or call 556- 
3790 for more information on the informal 
talks. 

Hill and Coyne met in May at the annual 
Samaritans conference on the Haverhill 
campus. 

Coyne collaborates with the Samaritans 
and gay/straight alliances at local high 
schools and other community agencies to 
reach out to people struggling with depres- 
sion or considering suicide. 

The Samaritans is a social service orga- 
nization serving 34 communities in the 
Merrimack Valley and southeastern New 
Hampshire through its 24-hour crisis hot- 
line; support groups for survivors; commu- 
nity education and preven- 
tion program, and a newly 
created teen line. 

Its mission is to help the 
community prevent sui- 
cide, befriend people in cri- 
sis and to promote emo- 
tional well being. 

The teen line is staffed 
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Millions are spent on 
violent crime programs, 
but not one dime is 
spent on suicide pre- 
vention. 
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by youths 16 to 18 years-old who take calls 
from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 

Gregory Miller, executive director of the 
Samaritans, said before the teen line was 
installed, there were only about 25 calls a 
year from teen-agers. 

“Kids have told us that teens are less 
likely to call a suicide line because they 
don’t think what they're going through are 
suicidal issues. But the issues kids feel are 
important are exactly that,” Miller said. 

Miller said the new teen line gets about 
100 calls a month from teens and has 
resulted in good results because the youths 
will call even after 9 p.m. and talk to adults. 

The Samaritans handle 40,000 calls a 
year and operate with about 75 volunteers 
and two paid staff members. 

The non-sectarian, non-profit agency 
works closely with the United Way of Mer- 
rimack Valley and receives financial sup- 
port from foundations, corporations and 
individual gifts, but does not receive any 
funding from state or government agen- 
cies. 

- “Twice as many people in all age groups 
die from suicide than from homicide,” Miller 
said. “Millions are spent on violent crime 
programs, but not one dime is spent on 
suicide prevention.” 

Statistics indicate that someone kills 
themselves every 17 minutes in the U.S. and 
suicide is the second leading cause of death 
among college students and the third lead- 
ing cause among teen-agers. 

Hill has been a long time volunteer at 
the Samaritans. 

“We're trying to expand the Samaritans’ 
support especially to the gay/lesbian com- 
munity where there is a high rate of depres- 
sion and suicide, and are seeking additional 
volunteers from that community,” he said. 

“Tm going to try to be a lightning rod,” 
Hill said. “I will go out to represent the gay/ 
straight alliance in search of and support of 
volunteers to help identify people with a 
potential problem,” he said. 

Other advocates of the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Of Lawrence and NECC will be 
sponsoring Divided We Fall. 

The four-night workshop will include a 
panel of speakers who will lead discussions 
dealing with issues including domestic part- 
nership, anti-Semitism, racism, HIV, ho- 
mophobia, transgender discrimination and 
gays in the military. 

The program is under the direction of 
Ingrid Rivera-Dessuit, a former NECC gradu- 
ate who was instrumental in arranging the 
recent Lesbigaytrans Pride March in 
Lawrence. 

The workshop runs from Sept. 21-24 in 
the the Lawrence Atrium from 9 p.m. to 7 
p.m. It is free and open to the public. 
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a Have you done well in your classes? 

4 Do you like to help other students? 

a Ifyou have a grade of B or better in any 
course other than reading, writing, or 
math, consider being a Peer Tutor! 

a Peer Tutors earn money. Paid training and 
national certification is provided. 

4 Come to the Peer Tutor office in Spurk 
Building, C-2008B to fill out an application, 
or call Diane Sheahan at 556-3411. 


The Peer Tutor Program Wants You! 


Sponsored by PACE R 
Pathways to Academic and Career Excellence and 

Vocational Education Federal Grants 

Northern Essex Community College 

Haverhill + Lawrence MA 


=DERALLY FUNDED PROGRAM 


